
This Week
Friends of Flynn book and sock giveaway
Monday 12/11: PTO Meeting in the Flynn 

Library at 6:30pm
Friday 12/15: RCU School $ense- All 

Student Challenge sheets are due
Weekend Kids Meals

Looking Ahead
Monday 12/18: Hat and fun sock day
Tuesday 12/19: Tropical Winter: Wear 

tropical and colorful clothing
5th Grade music presentation at South 

Middle School
Wednesday 12/20: Pajama day

Buddy Activity
Thursday 12/21: Blizzard: Wear white 

and/or blue
Culver’s Custard Party

Friday 12/22: Ugly/festive sweater
RCU School $ense

Weekend Kids Meals

No School
December 25th- January 2nd

The Fly Sheet
Flynn Elementary School

715.852.3300
TO INSPIRE AND PREPARE OUR STUDENTS TO LIVE CREATIVE, FULFILLING AND RESPONSIBLE LIVES

Yog koj xav tau tus neeg Hmoob txhais tsab ntawv no ua lus Hmoob rau koj los 
yog koj muaj lus nug txog tsab ntawv no, hu rau (Saleen Xiong 715-852-3386).

Si desea que alguien le traduzca esta carta o si tiene preguntas, llame a
Kresly Rodríguez Martínez al (715) 852-4246

Week of December 11, 2023

Click to watch Mr. Schmitt’s Weekly Words.

DONATIONS WELCOME! 
We are always happy to accept donations 

of the following items: 

❖ Plastic Bags (the kind you get at 
the grocery store)

❖ Sweatpants- Size Small-Large
❖ Classroom snacks- individually 

wrapped snacks
❖ Nonperishable food items for our 

Flynn Family Foods. Below is a list 
of most desired items:
➢ Canned fruits and 

vegetables  
➢ Boxed or canned dinners 

(beef stew, chili, etc.)  
➢ Cereal  
➢ Canned soup  
➢ Pasta and sauce   
➢ Granola bars

 
Donations can be brought to Flynn, or 

contact Jessica Hoff to coordinate! 

Culvers Night

Tuesday, October 10th  from 4-7pm 
at the Culver’s on Brackett Ave. 

Culver’s Nights have been a huge 
fundraising event for the PTO! The 
PTO uses the money raised to help 

pay for Field Trips, the Carnival, 
teacher grants, the Fall Dance, and 
many more activities throughout the 

year! Please come and enjoy a 
Culver’s meal or treat and see your 

fellow Flyers on this special day. Plus, 
Scoopie will be there. Your 

contributions help make these events 
happen! 

If we have enough participation, Culver’s 
will provide the entire school with a 

custard party!

Summer Weekend Kids Meals
Did you know that Weekend Kids Meals 
are available during the summer?! Use 
this link to sign up, Summer Weekend 
Kids Meals, or look in your student’s 

folder for a paper copy. 
WKM Form- English 
WKM Form-Spanish

Peace Walks

As an International Peace site Flynn 
takes a Peace Walks every Monday 
morning (weather permitting). Flynn 
Flyers (staff and students) peacefully 
walk around the neighborhood to help 
ready them for the school day/week.

Weekly Words from Mr. Schmitt

All School Meeting
Each month our school hosts an All School 
Meeting in the gym.  This month's meeting 
will focus on Gratitude and a share from 

our Kindergarteners.

These meetings are an opportunity for the 
whole school to connect and learn 

more about what is happening in our 
building. Families of presenting 

students are welcome to join these 
meetings! (Families of presenting 

students will receive an email invite) 

Meet the Staff

Superpower: 
3 words that 

describe:

Superpower: 
3 words that 

describe

Counselor Corner

    Volunteer Opportunities
● Recess Assistance: We are looking for responsible volunteers during 

recess. Volunteers will play with students, teach them outdoor games, 
and be an extra set of hands/eyes.

● Compost Supervisor: Kindergarten and 1st grade lunch M-F 
12:15-1:00pm 

● Outdoor clean-up around building

Ms. Peak
1st Grade 
Teacher

Hopes and 
Dreams for 

Flynn: help all the 
new 1st graders to 

learn and grow. 
Favorite Food: 

Pasta

Ms. Statz
1st Grade 
Teacher

Hopes and 
Dreams for 

Flynn: To foster 
a lifelong love of 

learning.
Favorite Food: 
Cheeseburgers

Buddy Activities
Buddy Activities are held once a month. 
Grade level classrooms buddy up with a 

different grade level to work on activities or 
play games together. It’s a great way for 
students to get to know each other and 
build a stronger Flynn community. This 
month students will be creating holiday 

cards for people in the community.

This Month

Whether you are going out of town or staying in town we 
would love to see how you spread PEACE!

Flynn is an International Peace Site; as a Peace Site it 
is our job to spread peace in our school, neighborhood, 

state and world. One way we show peace by being 
respectful to people we meet and nature we see. 

When you are spreading peace, please take a picture 
with the flag and send it to Mrs. Hoff, jhoff@ecasd.us, 

along with the location and name of student(s).  

Check out the Flynn Facebook page!  
We post pictures of what’s happening 
at school, volunteer opportunities, and 

a lot more.  

Follow us on Facebook

Our Flynn Flyers have collected 
10.76 pounds of pop tops! 

Congratulations on meeting our 
goal.  Students will celebrate with 

music during lunch time.

Culver’s Custard Party
You might remember, the Flynn 

community raised $1,062.53 at our PTO 
Culver’s Night in October. Since we raised 
such a large amount, Culver’s is providing 
the entire school with a custard party and  

special guest, Scoopie!

Earlier this year I shared our safety protocols after an incident that 
occurred.  This message is a mid-year reminder of our safety drill process.   

Each year, every school in the Eau Claire Area School District must conduct 
safety drills. These drills are based on the i love you guys Foundation’s Standard 
Response Protocol.  These include the following drills: 

● Monthly evacuation drills, including: 
○ Fire drills  
○ Evacuation of a region within the building 
○ Classroom evacuation  

● Hold drills  
● Lockdown drills (formerly called intruder alert drills) 
● Shelter drills (for Wisconsin that means tornado drills) 
● Secure drills, where we do not allow people in or out of the building 

We communicate these drills through Skyward communications only for 
significant events, including an unplanned crisis and lockdown drills.  Unplanned 
events that require the use of a drill can be for many reasons.  If there is a threat 
on the school or any individual in the school, we follow the Wisconsin School 
Threat Assessment Protocol from the Wisconsin Department of Justice.  If you 
ever want to know more information about a drill or the threat assessment 
process, please contact me. 

The safety of our students is our greatest priority.  We hope we never have to 
engage in a real crisis and appreciate how our students and staff prepare in the 
event one ever occurs. 

Flynn Flyer Families exceeded our goal of 
collecting 10 pounds of pop tops! Way to go! Keep 

saving pop tops, we will have a friendly 
competition after winter break.

https://www.ecasd.us/Flynn-Elementary/Home
https://ecasd.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=a719dd39-c467-4f72-a9d0-b0cf0126a69e
http://bit.ly/3y88udA
http://bit.ly/3y88udA
https://ecasdk12wi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jhoff_ecasd_us/EfjM9u1m7S5NuLlm7-7XwEwBUj2UZmLremdLy_eUROnZmw?e=T4RKsR
https://ecasdk12wi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jhoff_ecasd_us/EYtU-9OH_DhDgaYrOgwHWPYBUz0zm1alSpQFDWwT-CAhQQ?e=5xdTsT
https://www.facebook.com/FlynnElementarySchool
https://iloveuguys.org/The-Standard-Response-Protocol.html
https://iloveuguys.org/The-Standard-Response-Protocol.html
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/ag/wisconsin-school-threat-assessment-protocol-overview-documents
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/ag/wisconsin-school-threat-assessment-protocol-overview-documents


Hello from the Flynn PTO!

Flynn Family Foods is available, free of charge, for our Flynn 
families who could use assistance keeping cupboards stocked 

and stretching their grocery budget. There are no 
requirements, income restrictions, and enough for everyone 

(no need to worry that someone could use it more than me/us). 
How it works:

● A paper copy of the order form is sent home in 
student folders once a month or an online form is 
available HERE. You can complete either at anytime

● Complete the form and return to teacher
● Food orders get filled and either put in student’s 

locker or a time is arranged for families to pick up 
● Any questions please contact Mrs. Hoff, 

jhoff@ecasd.us or 715-852-3307

Scenes from Flynn

Flynn is an International Peace Site; as a Peace Site it is our job to 
spread peace in our school, neighborhood, state and world. One way we 
show peace by being respectful to people we meet and nature we see. 
When you are spreading peace, please take a picture with the flag and 

send it to Mrs. Hoff, jhoff@ecasd.us, along with the location and name of 
student(s).  Check on the back of the Fly sheet for your very own flag.

December is all about Empathy

Conversation Starter: Why do you think it is important to use Empathy when 
practicing conflict resolution? Why do you think practicing Empathy is important?

Start Collecting your 
Pop Tabs!

More information to come.

Counselor Corner

    New Volunteer Opportunity
We have a need for volunteers to work directly with our students.  We 
would like to have volunteers connect with students during recess to 
develop a relationship with them in a non-academic area.  We would then 
have the volunteers work with their students in classrooms when it works 
for their schedules. 

Family Advisory Council

Flynn is looking for a FAC (Family 
Advisory Council) member. The 

responsibility of Family Advisory Council 
(FAC) member is to bring concerns, 

opinions, questions, and perspectives of 
families to the superintendent and 

school administrators during the monthly 
FAC meetings Follow the link for more 

information. 
FAC meets at the Administration building 

the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 
7:00pm.

Please contact Jessica Hoff at 
jhoff@ecasd.us if you are interested.

● Compost Supervisor: 
Kindergarten and 1st 
grade lunch M-F 
12:15-1:00pm 

● Clerical work: Make 
copies, count, sort, and 
assemble items for 
teachers/staff

Meet the Staff

Mrs. Engop
GSA(General School 

Assistant)
Ask her about…

● Uganda
● Family 

Trips
● Anything
Favorite Book: 

Tacky the Penguin

Mrs. Hanson
GSA (General School 

Assistant)
Ask her about…
● Family
● Gardening
● Reading

Favorite Book: Messy 
by Barbara Bottner

We had a great turn out at Craft Night and 
had a blast! Thank you to everyone who 

volunteered!

 The PTO Meeting is Monday, December 
11th in the Flynn library at 6:30. We would 

love to have you join us!

 We have some exciting events coming up 
in the New Year. One being a brand new 
fundraising event, the Winter Formal on 

January 13th. Also the ice skating party at 
Boyd Park on January 5th. Look for more 
information on these events and how you 

can help out.

 Have a great week,
Your Flynn PTO

Did you know…
Families can apply for Free and 

Reduced meals (breakfast and lunch) at 
anytime throughout the school year. 
Click here for the online application.

Free/Reduced Application 

PurposeFull Pursuits: One way to think about Empathy is 
“understanding and connecting with other 

people’s feelings.” Empathy is a practice that can 
help us grow strong relationships.

DONATIONS WELCOME! 
We are always happy to accept 
donations of the following items: 

❖ Nonperishable food items for 
our Flynn Family Foods. Below 
is a list of most desired items:
➢ Canned fruits and 

vegetables  
➢ Boxed or canned 

dinners (beef stew, chili, 
etc.)  

➢ Cereal  
➢ Canned soup  
➢ Pasta and sauce   
➢ Granola bars

❖ Sweatpants- Size Small-Large
❖ Classroom snacks- 

individually wrapped snacks 

Donations can be brought to Flynn, or 
contact Jessica Hoff at jhoff@ecasd.us 

or 715-852-3307 to coordinate.

● Nonperishable food 
items 

○ Canned fruits and 
vegetables  

○ Boxed or canned 
dinners (beef 
stew, chili, etc.)  

○ Cereal  
○ Canned soup  
○ Dry pasta 
○ Spaghetti or 

alfredo sauce  
○ Granola bars
○ Pancake mix
○ Jelly
○ Peanut Butter
○ Crackers
○ Instant potatoes
○ Hamburger 

Helper type 
things

○ Rice
○ Quick and Ready 

items- like beef 
ravioli or 
SpaghettiOs

○ Mac and cheese
○ Protein- Canned 

tuna or chicken

Counseling classroom lessons this week in K-2 have included learning about the 
new breathing strategy of belly breathing from our breathing strategies book. 
First grade started learning about this technique in reading "Jabari Jumps" by 
Gaia Cornwall. We will continue to go through our breathing strategies book and 
see what new techniques we can learn this year! 

Counseling lessons in grades 3-5 have continued to work on goal-setting and 
responsible decision making. We played a game called "Decisions, Decisions..." 
to help us learn how to identify decisions that are easy and decisions that require 
more thought and time. One thing we've focused on is using positive self-talk to 
boost confidence in meeting goals. We'll also be working towards Peace Goals 
in classroom counseling lessons!

Mindful Moment: Twist and Stretch
This is a fun way to calm your body before bed! 
Start by lying on your back, bring your knees into 
your chest and give them a hug. Inhale through 
your nose as you hug your knees a little tighter. As
 you exhale, drop your knees to your right side 
while your turn your head to the left and stay in this 
position for a moment or two. Repeat as many 
times as needed, remembering to inhale and
 exhale  (Credit: Mindfulness Workbook for Kids)

Last week’s Mindful Moment: Group Draw 
winner! Check out the drawings they came 

up with.
Congratulations.

Students in Ms. Klink’s 2nd grade class 
earned their library peace goal of checking 

out with a level 1 whisper voice three 
times! Students celebrate by checking out 

an extra book at library time.

All Flynn students have an opportunity to take part in the 
Royal Credit Union All Student Challenge to strengthen 
their money skills. Students will receive activity sheets in 

their classrooms and can return completed sheets to their teacher by Friday 
December 15 at 9:00am to be entered in a drawing for one of two shopping 
sprees at the Royal School $ense prize table!!

Students do NOT need to be a member of Royal to participate in the challenge – 
EVERYONE can join in on the fun!

‘Tis the Season for Saving!
Remember that Royal donates $250 to Flynn for every 500 deposits made. We 
are off to a great start and already have 245 deposits! Your Royal School $ense 
location is open on Friday each week to help your child get excited about saving 
and helping their school. If you are already a saver, please fill out the transaction 
slip inside your blue pouch before you make a deposit. You can even practice 
counting your deposit on the back of the transaction slip!

If you want to learn how to start saving at school with Royal School $ense, please 
contact Rachel Orlovsky at rachel.orlovsky@rcu.org.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh0Z7DFutLaJPhAv5GiWs-vJUNVQ4TkRWSzlOM1hUWUg4MkVQMEdUSlE3US4u
mailto:jhoff@ecasd.us
http://www.ecasd.us/District/About/Family-Advisory-Council
https://www.myschoolapps.com/
mailto:jhoff@ecasd.us
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Eau Claire Area School District and 

Community Information
TO INSPIRE AND PREPARE OUR STUDENTS TO LIVE CREATIVE, FULFILLING AND RESPONSIBLE LIVES

Special Education Family 
Engagement Newsletter

The newsletter is full of great resources 
and information. Resources for school, 

home and community supporting 
students with disabilities.

November 2023

From the Eau Claire 
Public Library

Are you looking for 
something to do over 
Thanksgiving break? 

Check out their Winter Break 
and calendar.

Free Smoke Alarms 
Follow the link to learn more.

ECASD and Community Resources
Click above for resources

https://www.smore.com/69sh1f
https://ecasdk12wi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jhoff_ecasd_us/Ed_wk5hjehRJsdmvPqFNOx0B79Wldg0kjKfx2XiPEG4UJg?e=UM8Xof
https://ecasdk12wi-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jhoff_ecasd_us/EVkkPLfjRiNLsFVG_bnpBSkBR3_4wlcX52eh4WthuFTgqg?e=9TV7U8
https://www.wqow.com/eye_on_eau_claire/free-smoke-alarms-available-for-eau-claire-households/article_988d8c8a-62e3-11ee-a0f3-7bd4a53f7c02.html
https://www.ecasd.us/getattachment/District/Departments/Student-Services/Family-Services/January-2023.pdf?lang=en-US

