
A Christmas Carol 
A Penny for Your Thoughts 
Vocabulary 



Pence 

• Penny 



Shilling 

• 12 pennies or 12 
pence 

• Also known as a 
“Bob” 



Bob 

• What it is NOT…  



Bob 

• 12 pennies or 12 
pence 

• Also known as a 
“schilling” 

 

 

 



Ha’ Penny 

• Ha’ penny 

• Think “half”   

• Apostrophe replaces 
the l and f 

• ½ a penny 



Blind man’s Buff 

• Game where 
someone is 
blindfolded and tries 
to tag another 
person who can 
move around the 
room freely 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_YGLQQZTHoU0/SIJ_hS3frrI/AAAAAAAADg4/W7gZMCz9Rw8/s400/blind_mans_buff.jpg&imgrefurl=http://covertress.blogspot.com/2008/07/blind-mans-buff.html&h=309&w=400&sz=59&tbnid=O67CyjJf81Y5bM:&tbnh=84&tbnw=109&prev=/search?q=blind+man's+buff&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=blind+man's+buff&usg=__XAShRX5LsiAaO5K2U4wH3MQfccc=&docid=6z44T46DPDRgxM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=xye9UPacCqno2QWJ-oGACQ&sqi=2&ved=0CFsQ9QEwCA&dur=1607


dog days of summer 

• Days in summer that 
are so HOT, even the 
dogs want to cool 
down any way they 
can.  Karmen in the 
pool and Crystal on a 
floatie  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=dog+days+of+summer&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=895&tbm=isch&tbnid=e9ApAmalY_hWjM:&imgrefurl=http://specialed-ejs.blogspot.com/2008/08/dog-days-of-summer.html&docid=8AbnpvKEQ2SnQM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_QDtLHPO5Cys/SJ8hpo0-NrI/AAAAAAAAAP4/LRlMAspcGf4/s400/DogDays+006.jpg&w=400&h=300&ei=iyi9UKSmOOLI2wXu5IGADg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=471&sig=113642861174039251969&page=2&tbnh=156&tbnw=215&start=31&ndsp=37&ved=1t:429,r:51,s:0,i:243&tx=118&ty=95
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=dog+days+of+summer&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=895&tbm=isch&tbnid=XRDztdXm_wuFSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.pbglifestyle.com/pbglm-blotter/the-dog-days-are-almost-over/&docid=xP_R_10pZuQvzM&imgurl=http://www.pbglifestyle.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/dog-days-of-summer.jpg&w=620&h=300&ei=iyi9UKSmOOLI2wXu5IGADg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=451&dur=458&hovh=156&hovw=323&tx=192&ty=67&sig=113642861174039251969&page=3&tbnh=155&tbnw=310&start=68&ndsp=32&ved=1t:429,r:94,s:0,i:372


Genius of the Weather 

• An ALLUSION is 
defined as a hint or 
implied reference to 
something. 

• A guardian spirit that 
controls the weather 

 

• We sometimes refer 
to “Jack Frost” in 
modern times. 



gruel 

• A thin watery 
oatmeal-like food 

 

Often this was all the 
poor could afford to 
eat. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mightysweet.com/mesohungry/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/01-gravy-gruel.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mightysweet.com/mesohungry/2008/09/13/in-america-you-eat-gruel-in-soviet-russia-gruel-eats-you/01-gravy-gruel/&h=480&w=640&sz=148&tbnid=SUNCS1wCvHvqcM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=131&prev=/search?q=gruel&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=gruel&usg=__PZmqQZFnjXaQZqfr5H-Lr-nKtqo=&docid=Sz-JWshogkKJTM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=7Sm9UOCZNee-2gXLyIGgBA&sqi=2&ved=0CFMQ9QEwBw&dur=1874


ironmongery 

 

 

• iron or metal nail  

• purchased in 
hardware stores 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=iron+nails&view=detail&id=D0F7B39643B3BED4C253499636028D76FFD58ECD


jackals 

 

• Wild dogs that are 
smaller than wolves 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Golden+Jackal&view=detail&id=1DC177C79D5EF16FBFB912A6645AFA6103D4481E
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Golden+Jackal&view=detail&id=63E265BF27280589795771C42D8FC0CB35CFDD77


rag and bone shop 

• A store that collects 
discarded items or 
refuse for resale 

• A British shop 
common in Dickens 
day 

• The picture shows a 
rag and bone shop in 
A Christmas Carol 

 

http://www.jimhillmedia.com/mb/images/upload/1951-acc-g-web.jpg


catarrh 

• inflammation of a 
mucous membrane 
affecting the nose 
and 

• A REALLY BAD COLD! 

• “A-a-a-c-h-o-o-o!” 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=catarrh&view=detail&id=F428A0427D88B2F5DE2E23A122A6F9B6553F2C4A


lumbago 

• extreme chronic pain 
in the lower back 

• “Ouch!” 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=lumbago&view=detail&id=2A2F6763316D61C060E9A597682F559EEA4C85DA


pneumonia 

• Respiratory lung 
infection 

• Often fatal without 
antibiotics 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pneumonia&view=detail&id=9F6F34157FBB0929EA79FB2417E8380699486215&first=127


charwoman 

 

 

• An English 
housekeeper 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=A+Christmas+Carol+Charwoman&view=detail&id=9B6D16073618B8E4F8734544B58DD3FFC1DA1CBD


stave 

 

 

• Where musicians 
write the notes on 
paper  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=stave&view=detail&id=D60D15416CBCB7E4828F13F6E2B64FDABCB36E1C


Treadmill Law 

• Law in England that 
sent the poor to 
prison for not being 
able to pay their 
debts.  Prisoners 
were “walked” on a 
revolving treadmill 
for many hours a day 



Union workhouse  

• An institution where 
people who have 
committed minor law 
violations are 
confined to a work 
place 

• Do these ladies look 
like lawbreakers to 
you? 



Poor house 

• Place maintained at 
public expense for 
the support  and 
employment of 
needy or dependent 
persons 

• Scrooge was angry 
that he was taxed for 
this. 



Counting house 

• A building or office 
used to keep 
accounts or complete 
transactions. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Dickens'+counting+house&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=924&tbm=isch&tbnid=8DU_zenMkIG3tM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ebay.com/itm/DEPT-56-DICKENS-VILLAGE-SCROOGE-MARLEY-COUNTING-HOUSE-/120770574411&docid=41_JK1epfVkBhM&itg=1&imgurl=http://i.ebayimg.com/t/DEPT-56-DICKENS-VILLAGE-SCROOGE-MARLEY-COUNTING-HOUSE-/00/$(KGrHqJ,!i4E4qcKRVttBO(HlU7ODg~~60_35.JPG&w=300&h=258&ei=lye9UL2HH4SC2wWfyoDADw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=879&vpy=580&dur=2502&hovh=206&hovw=240&tx=125&ty=107&sig=102921607790383469603&page=1&tbnh=140&tbnw=179&start=0&ndsp=39&ved=1t:429,r:29,s:0,i:173


grindstone 

• Something used to 
sharpen a metal 
object 

• Another phrase for 
your job 

 



hob 

• Shelf near a fireplace 
or stove where food 
can be kept warm 



Old Scratch 

• Another word for the 
devil 



Millinery shop 

• A shop that produces 
and sells hats 



clerk 

• An office worker who 
keeps track of 
income for a business 

• Bob Cratchet 



Steaming Bishop 

• A hot, spiced wine 



pudding 

• A steamed, cake-like 
dessert 


