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Focus Question: What were the long-range and immediate causes of World War I? 

  

Long-Term Causes Explanation Visual Image 
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Short-Term Causes: 

 What was the “spark” that started WWI? 

 

 

 

 

 How did the following powers respond to the “spark”? 

o Austria: 

 

o Germany: 

 

o Russia: 

 

o France & Britain: 

 

 What role did the alliances play in the beginning of the war? 
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Focus Question: What did the belligerents expect at the beginning of World War I, and why did the course of the war 

turn out to be so different from their expectations? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Front: 

 

 Schlieffen Plan: German plan to invade France through 

Belgium, defeat France quickly (6 weeks) by sweeping 

around Paris, and then move to the east to defeat Russia  

 

 Battle of the Marne (Sept. 1914): After Germans came 

within sight of Paris, French and British forces pushed 

German forces back. Led by General Joseph Joffre 

 

 Trench warfare developed after Battle of the Marne; lasted 

four bloody years 

 1916: Battle of Verdun and Battle of the Somme; 

horrific casualties; neither side could break through  

 Erich Remarque's All Quiet on the Western Front 

(1929) illustrated horrific trench warfare. 

 

 List the technological advancements in WWI:  

 

 

Trench Warfare:  

 Why did WWI in the west turn into trench warfare? 

 

 

 

 

Photo Analysis: Analyze the photos provided in class.  What do they tell us about trench warfare?  What was it like to fight and 

live in the trenches? 

 

Photo 1:        Photo 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DVD Clip Analysis: As you view the clip on trench warfare, note what life was like in the trenches. List 3-5 examples. 
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All Quiet on the Western Front Close Reading 

 

Directions: Read the 3 excerpts from Erich Remarque's All Quiet on the Western Front (1929).  As you read, highlight 

information and answer the questions below. 

 

1. How did Paul and his comrades change as they went into battle? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Most soldiers in WWI were “ordinary” people who had to transform into soldiers.  How did they do that?  What 

changes occurred? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is this passage about?  What did Paul realize? 
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British and Allied Naval Blockade: 

 Goal was to strangle Central Powers 

 Starting in 1914, used superior fleet & sea mines to cut Central Powers 

off from overseas trade and caused Germany to lose control of its 

colonial empire. 

 Germany responded by sinking Allied vessels  

 Lusitania, 1915: U-boats sank passenger liner killing 1,200 

including 139 Americans  

 Germany began unrestricted submarine warfare in 1917 

sinking all ships with its U-boats  

 Most important reason for U.S. entry into the war 

 

 

Interactive Notes: 

 

What impact did unrestricted warfare have 

on WWI? On US’s entry into the war? 

“Total War”: 

 Involved mass civilian populations in the war effort 

 Massive conscription drafted most able-bodied men in their youth 

 News was censored; propaganda lionized the men at the front and 

dehumanized the enemy 

 Economic production was focused on the war effort  

 Women replaced male factory workers who were now fighting the 

war 

 Changing attitudes about women resulted in increased rights after 

the war (Britain, Germany, Austria and U.S.) 

 Rationing of food and scarce commodities was instituted. 

 People financed the war by buying bonds. 

 Each side aimed at “starving out” the enemy by cutting off vital 

supplies to the civilian population. 
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The Girls with the Yellow Hands Clip Analysis 

1. What were the dangers women faced while working in the factories?  List 2-3 examples. 

 

 

 

 

2. Why were they called canaries? 

 

 

 

 

3. What did women gain by working in the factories?  What motivated women to work in the factories? 

 

 

 

 

 

Women in the Factories (pg 779) 

1. What did Naomi Loughnan learn about men and lower-class women while working in the munitions factory? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did she learn about herself? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What can one conclude about the effects of total war on European women? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political Cartoon Analysis: Analyze the political cartoon of a female munitions worker on page 780. 

1. How is the woman worker portrayed in the cartoon?  

 

 

 

2. What is shown in the backdrop?  

 

 

 

3. Do you think posters like these would have motivated women to work in munitions factories? 
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Diplomacy During the War: 

 1915: Neutral Italy entered the war against the Central Powers (its former 

allies) with the promise of Italia Irredenta (“unredeemed Italy”) and 

some German colonies and Turkish territories.  

 

 Zimmerman Note: Germany proposed an alliance with Mexico; would 

return most of southwestern U.S. to Mexico if Central Powers won. 

 

Critical Thinking: What past events 

contributed to the Italians feeling 

“unredeemed” or left out? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think will be the US’s 

response to this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you think of any long-term 

consequences of this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where was most of the Eastern Front 

fought? 

 

 Balfour Note (1917) Arabs & Jews in Palestine promised autonomy if 

they joined the Allies. 

 Britain declared sympathy for idea of Jewish homeland in 

Palestine. 

 New policy seemed to contradict British support for Arab 

nationalism. 

Eastern Front: 

 General Von Hindenberg & General Von Ludendorf defeated invading 

Russia armies at Tannenburg, turned the tide of the war in the East 

 Gallipoli Campaign: British and Australian forces failed to take 

Dardanelles as a step toward taking Constantinople and defeating the 

Turks 

 Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (Dec. 1917): Lenin took Russia out of the 

war but forced to give Germans 1/4 of Russian territory  

 T.E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia): scored major victories in the 

middle east to weaken the Turks 
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Focus Questions: What were the cause of the Russian Revolution of 1917, and why did the Bolsheviks prevail in the civil 

war and gain control of Russia? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicholas II (1868-1918): 

 Last of the Romanov dynasty; poor leader 

 

Causes of the Revolution: 

 Russia in a perpetual state of crisis 

 Russo-Japanese war, Revolution of 1905, staggering economic 

problems 

 WWI & Massive Russian casualties 

 Food shortages 

 

March Revolution: 

 Overthrew the tsar and instituted the Provisional Government  

 Revolution started by women rioting for bread in Petrograd; workers 

and soldiers joined in 

 Duma responded by declaring a provisional gov’t on March 12, 

1917. 

 Provisional gov't wanted to continue the war; Soviets control the 

army 

 Alexander Kerensky 

 Becomes leader of the Provisional Gov’t  

 Implements liberal program: equality before the law; 

freedom of religion, speech, and assembly; right of unions to 

organize & strike; election of local officials; 8-hr work day 

 Rejects social revolution: doesn't confiscate large 

landholdings and give them to peasants  

 Army Order #1 = anarchy 

 Kerensky's refusal to end the war and prevent anarchy leads to fall of 

Provisional Gov't  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical Thinking:  

What could have been done differently in 

WWI in Russia that could have prevented a 

revolution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which of Kerensky’s mistakes was the 

biggest & will lead to his demise? 

Rise of Vladimir I. Lenin: 

 April 1917 Germany arranged for Lenin to be transported back to 

Russia; hoped to get Russia out of war 

 "April Theses": Lenin rejected all cooperation with the “bourgeois” 

provisional gov’t  

 Called for a "Socialist revolution" and establishment of a Soviet 

republic 

 Nationalization of banks and landed estates 

 “All Power to the Soviets”; “All Land to the Peasants” 
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Timeline: Construct a timeline with the 

important events of the March and October 

revolutions and the Civil War. 

 

November Revolution: 

 Politburo formed to organize revolution: includes Lenin, Trotsky, 

Stalin, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Bukharin 

 Leon Trotsky, leader of the Petrograd Soviet (the Red Army), led 

Soviet overthrow and arrest of the provisional gov’t  

 Resulted in a communist dictatorship 

 New elections: Bolshevik's lost (only 25% of vote) but overthrew 

new gov't with Red Army 

 Lenin: "Peace, Land, Bread"  

 Lenin gave land to peasants (although peasants already took it, like 

French Revolution) 

 Lenin gave direct control of individual factories by local workers’ 

committees. 

 Signed Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918 to take Russia out of 

WWI 

 Bolsheviks renamed "communists"  

 These actions lead to opposition to Bolsheviks and the Russian Civil 

War 

 

 
Russian Civil War: 

 Reds (Bolsheviks) vs “Whites” (included officers of old army, and 

18 groups proclaiming themselves the real gov't of Russia--had no 

leader to unify them) 

 Summer 1918: Allies sent troops to help "Whites" (Archangel 

Expedition; Siberia) 

 Allies “unknown war” against Russia: 

 Sought to prevent Bolshevik victory during Russian civil war 

by invading from Murmansk 

 By 1921, the communists had defeated their opponents 

 Communists extremely well organized (Trotsky); Whites were poorly 

organized  

 “war communism”: Bolsheviks mobilized the home front for the 

civil war 

 Applied "total war" concept to a civil war 

 Cheka: Secret police formed to hunt down and execute thousands of 

real or supposed opponents, such as the tsar and his family and other 

“class enemies.” 

 

Results of the Russian Revolution: 

 Costs: 15 million dead, economy ruined, international trade gone, 

millions of workers fled 

 Creation of world's first communist society: one of the monumental 

events of  20th century 
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Focus Questions: What were the objectives of the chief participants at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919, and how 

closely did the final settlement reflect these objectives? 
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1. How did the peacemaking aims of Wilson and Clemenceau differ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did their different views affect the deliberations of the Paris Peace Conference and the nature of the 

final peace settlement? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How and why did the views of the Pan-African Congress differ from those of Wilson and Clemenceau? 
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Wilson’s 14 Points (Jan. 1918): 

 Plan to end the war along liberal, democratic lines 

 Provisions: 

 Abolish secret treaties  

 Freedom of the seas  

 Remove economic barriers (e.g. tariffs) 

 Reduction of armament burdens  

 Promise of independence (“self-determination”) to oppressed 

minority groups (e.g. Poles, Czechs), millions of which lived 

in Germany and Austria-Hungary. 

 Adjustment of colonial claims in interests of both native 

peoples and colonizers  

 German evacuation of Russia; restoration of Belgium; return 

of Alsace-Lorraine to France; evacuation and restoration of 

the Balkans; return of Schleswig to Denmark 

 Adjustment of Italy’s borders along ethnic lines. 

 Autonomy for non-Turkish parts of the Turkish Empire. 

 14th point:  International organization to supply collective 

security  

 Foreshadowed League of Nations 

 

 

End of the War: 

 Argonne offensive (spring 1918: Germans transferred divisions from 

east (after defeating Russia) to the western front and mounted a 

massive offensive. 

 U.S. entered war in time to help stop the German offensive 

 Central Powers sought peace based on 14 Points (believing they 

would get fair treatment)  

 Germany and Austria-Hungary wracked with revolution  

 Austria surrendered on Nov. 3, 1918 

 Germany surrendered on Nov. 11; Wilhelm II abdicated and fled to 

Holland 

 

 

Critical Thinking: 

In the left-hand column and beside each of 

Wilson’s 14 points, mark which MAIN 

causes of WWI the point was a solution 

for. 

 

Why do you suppose France and Britain 

were unwilling to accept the first 13 

points? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the significance of the Treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk for Germany? For Britain 

and France? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why didn’t Germany win the war after 

Russia left and only had to fight a 1 front 

war? 
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Paris Peace Conference, 1919: Palace of Versailles 

 Big Four: Lloyd George (Br.), Clemenceau (Fr.), 

Wilson (US), Orlando (It) 

 Central powers excluded from negotiations; France 

concerned with its future security 

 Italy left the conference angry it would not get some 

territories promised in 1915  

 

Versailles Treaty, 1919 

 Mandates for former colonies and territories of the 

Central Powers  

 Article 231: placed sole blame for war on Germany; 

Germany would be severely punished 

 Germany forced to pay huge reparations to Britain and 

France 

 German army and navy severely reduced 

 Rhineland would be demilitarized; Saar coal mines 

taken over by France 

 Germany lost all its colonies  

 League of Nations: U.S. Senate failed to ratify 

resulting in U.S. isolationism 

 

Results of WWI: 

 Massive casualties: 10 million soldiers dead; 10 

million civilians dead, many from influenza epidemic; 

15 million died in Russian Revolution 

 End to political dynasties 

 Hapsburg dynasty removed in Austria (had 

lasted 500 years) 

 Romanov dynasty removed in Russia (had 

lasted 300 years) 

 Hohenzollern dynasty removed in Germany 

(had lasted 300 years) 

 Ottoman Empire destroyed (lasted 500 years) 

 Political map of Europe redrawn: creation of Poland, 

Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Yugoslavia 

 Germany split in two by Polish corridor (East Prussia 

separated from rest of Germany) 

 Russian Revolution resulted in world's first communist 

country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact of WWI: From the list of the results of WWI, 

which 3 do you think will have the most impact for the 

decades to come? Why? 

 

 

 


