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Focus Question: What developments in science, intellectual affairs, and the arts in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries “opened the way to a modern consciousness,” and how did this consciousness differ from earlier 
worldviews? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 
 By the late 19th century, science was a major pillar supporting Western 

society’s optimistic and rationalistic view of the world.  
 "New Physics," much popularized after WWI, challenged long-held 

ideas and led to uncertainty 
Marie Curie 

 Worked with her husband Pierre 
 Discovered that radium gave off rays of radiation 
 Atoms contain small subatomic particles that behave randomly 
 Died due to the radiation exposure  

Max Planck 
 Developed basis for quantum physics in 1900 
 Postulated matter & energy might be different forms of the same thing. 
 Shook foundations of 19th century physics that viewed atoms as the 

stable, basic building blocks of nature, with a different kind of 
unbreakable atom for each element. 

Albert Einstein 
 1905, Theory of relativity of time and space challenged traditional ideas 

of Newtonian physics  (E=MC2) 
 United apparently infinite universe with incredibly small, fast-moving 

subatomic world. 
 Matter and energy are interchangeable and that even a particle of 

matter contains enormous levels of potential energy 
 
Modern Philosophy 

 A new relativism in values & loss of confidence in the objectivity of 
knowledge led to modernism in intellectual & cultural life 

 Optimistic view was the result of progress of the past two centuries but 
new difficulties shattered that view. 

 Rejected the general faith in progress and the power of the rational 
human mind. 

 Philosophy moved from rational interpretations of nature & human 
society to an emphasis on irrationality & impulse 

 
Friedrich Nietzsche 

 "God is Dead" -- Claimed Christianity embodied a “slave morality,” 
which glorified weakness, envy, and mediocrity. 

 Believed that only the creativity of a few supermen could successfully 
reorder the world.  

 
 
 

 

Critical Thinking: 
What are the characteristics of “New 
Physics?” 
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Freud and the Concept of Repression pg 727 

1. According to Freud, how did he discover the existence of repression? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What function does repression perform? 
 
 
 
 
 

Bergson & Sorel 
 Henri Bergson: 1890s, convinced many young people that immediate 

experience and intuition were as important as rational and scientific 
thinking for understanding reality.  

 Georges Sorel: Syndicalism  (a manifestation of anarchism) 
 Asserted all forms of gov’t authority were unnecessary & should be 

overthrown 
 Believed socialism would come to power through a great, violent strike 

of all working people. 
 Ideas foreshadowed the Bolshevik Revolution; control by an elite few 

 
Freudian Psychology 

 Was first developed in the late 1880s by Sigmund Freud  
 Freud one of three most important thinkers of 19th century (along with 

Marx and Darwin) 
 Traditional psychology assumed a single, unified conscious mind 

processed sense experiences in a rational and logical way. 
 Freudian psychology seemed to reflect the spirit of the early 20th 

century, with its emphasis on men and women as greedy, grasping, 
irrational creatures. 

 Became an international movement by 1910 and received popular 
attention after 1918, especially in Protestant countries of Northern 
Europe and the U.S. 
 

 Freud asserted that because the human unconscious (ID) is driven by 
sexual, aggressive, and pleasure-seeking desires, humans are therefore 
NOT rational! ID battles Ego & Superego  

 ID: Human unconsciousness  
 Ego: Rationalizing conscious mediates what a person can do.  
 Superego: Ingrained moral values specifies what a person should do. 

 
 Shattered Enlightenment view of rationality and progress. 
 Freud agreed with Nietzsche that mechanisms of rational thinking and 

traditional moral values can be too strong on the human psyche 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outline Freud’s ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Freud’s ideas on repression will be used to 
treat WWI soldiers suffering shell shock. 
Why do you think so? 
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1. PATTERNS OF CONTINUITY AND CHANGE: What about Freud’s ideas challenged earlier beliefs about human 
rationality? 
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Science and Thought 
 Charles Darwin: On the Origin of Species by the Means of Natural 

Selection, 1859 
 Theory of evolution: All life had gradually evolved from a 

common ancestral origin in an unending “struggle for 
survival;” species most able to adapt survived  

 Darwin’s theory refuted literal interpretation of the Bible; 
created a crisis in some churches  

 Social Darwinism: Herbert Spencer applied Darwin’s ideas to human 
society -- “survival of the fittest”; natural laws dictated why certain 
people were successful and others were not.  

 
Ideology: Nationalism and Social Darwinism 

 "White Man's Burden": racist patronizing that preached that the 
“superior” Westerners had an obligation to bring their culture to 
“uncivilized” peoples in other parts of the world. 

 Poem by Rudyard Kipling  
 Germany and Russia especially used imperialistic drives to divert 

popular attention from the class struggle at home and to create a 
false sense of national unity. 

 
Rise of German Racism 

 Volkish Thought: idea by Chamberlain who said modern Germans 
are the only pure successors of the “Aryans” 

 Jews, Negroes, & Orientals were destructive & lower races 
 Jews were singled out & seen as a national enemy in Germany 

 Parasites that wanted to destroy Germany  
 
 

 

Critical Thinking:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did nationalism encourage racism or did 
racism encourage nationalism? 
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Painting 
 Modern art grew out of a revolt against French impressionism (firmly 

established in 1890s) 
 Impressionists like Monet, Manet, Renoir, and Pisarro sought to 

capture the momentary overall feeling, or impression, of light falling 
on a real-life scene before their eyes. (Began in France) 
 

 Post-impressionists (also known as Expressionists) in 1890s were 
united in their desire to know and depict worlds other than the visible 
world of fact.  

 Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890): Starry Night  
 Paul Gauguin (1848-1903)  
 Paul Cézanne (1839-1906)  
 Henri Matisse (1869-1954): most important French artist of 

20th century 
 Painted real objects, but primarily concern was the arrangement of 

color (often primitive), line, and form as an end in itself. 
 

 Pablo Picasso (1881-1973): most important artist of the 20th century 
 Developed cubism along with Georges Braque 
 Cubism concentrated on a complex geometry of zigzagging lines and 

sharply angled, overlapping planes. 
 Often tried to portray all perspectives simultaneously 

 
 

Critical Thinking:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain the progression from 
impressionism to expressionism to 
cubism. 
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Focus Question: What gains did women make in their movement for women’s rights? How did a new right-wing politics 
affect the Jews in different parts of Europe? What political problems did Great Britain, Italy, France, Germany, Austria-
Hungary, and Russia face between 1894 and 1914, and how did they solve them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Struggle for the Right to Vote pg 736-737 
Directions: Read the passage My Own Story by suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst to answer questions 1-3 and analyze the 
photos to answer question 4. 
 

1. What methods did Emmeline Pankhurst advocate be used to achieve the right to vote for women? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why did she feel justified in using these methods?  Do you think she was justified? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. PATTERNS OF CONTINUITY AND CHANGE OVER TIME: How did these women’s actions challenge established 
ideas about women’s “nature?” 

 
 
 
 
 

4. After analyzing the photos on page 737, what do these photos demonstrate about the suffragettes efforts for 
the right to vote? 

 
 

Movement for Women’s Rights 
 Women sought to achieve equality in society 
 Women struggled to achieve marriage rights such as divorce & 

property rights 
 Difficulty in finding jobs in society other than “women’s work” 
 Property & custody rights slowly gained but the struggle for the 

right to vote continued from mid-1800’s to 1918 
 
Representation of the People Act 1918 

 Women over 30 gained suffrage in England 
 All men gained suffrage (property qualifications completely 

eliminated) 
 Women's suffragettes led by militant Emmeline Pankhurst 
 Reform Act of 1928: Women over age 21 gained suffrage 

 
 

Critical Thinking:  
Trace feminism up to this point: 
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Zionism 
 Rise of modern anti-Semitism, persecutions, and pogroms led to a 

movement for a Jewish homeland 
 The Zionist movement organized by Theodor Herzl & his 1896 book 

The Jewish State called Jews to settle in Palestine (part of Muslim 
Ottoman Empire)  

 
Political Challenges Eve of WWI 

 Britain: liberals gained control of House of Commons & David Lloyd 
George implemented some social reforms 

 France: Third Republic very fragile & on verge of collapse due to 
Dreyfus Affair 

 Germany: Social Democratic Party (SPD) strong but conflicting with 
conservatives  

 Austria-Hungary: monarchy continued to struggle with multiple 
nationalities within the Empire – nationalism enemy of Habsburg’s. 

 Russia: Tsar Nicholas II struggle to hold backward Russia together 
with conservative rule  

 
Birth of Socialism in Russia 

 1898--Social Democratic Worker's party founded in Minsk with 
Lenin as leader; Lenin exiled 

 Lenin became the heir to Marx in socialist thought basic ideas 
central to Lenin’s philosophy. 

 Capitalism could be destroyed only by violent revolution; he 
denounced revisionism 

 Socialist revolution possible under certain conditions, even in 
relatively backward Russia. 

 Peasants were poor and thus potential revolutionaries. 
 Necessity of a highly disciplined workers’ party, strictly controlled 

by a dedicated elite of intellectuals and full-time revolutionaries (he 
differed from Marx in this regard). 

 
1903 Social Democrats (Social Democratic Worker’s Party) Split into 2 
Factions 

 Mensheviks (the "minority"): Wanted to await the evolution of 
capitalism and the proletariat; sought a more democratic party with 
mass membership.  

 Bolsheviks (the "majority"): Followed Lenin's ideas 
 
1905 Revolution (“Bloody Sunday”) 

 Resulted in loss of public confidence in the Tsar  
 Loss to Japanese in Russo-Japanese War 

 Duma was weak and ineffective but increasingly critical of Czar's 
poor leadership 

 Bolsheviks in exile planned a revolution: Lenin and Trotsky formed 
workers' Soviets (councils of workers, soldiers and intellectuals) 

 Influence of Socialists, soldiers Soviets, & other parties and soldiers’ 
increased before WWI 

 
 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking:  
Trace the history of anti-Semitism in 
Europe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did socialism rise in Russia? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was the fundamental difference 
between the Mensheviks & Bosheviks? 
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1. What may have led the troops to fire on the demonstrators?  According to this selection, who was responsible 
for the shooting? 

 
 
 

2. Was the author justified in holding them responsible? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

3. HISTORICAL CAUSATION: How might Bloody Sunday have contributed to the Russian Revolution of 1917? 
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Focus Question: What were the causes of the new imperialism that took place after 1880, and what effects did 
European imperialism have in Africa and Asia? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construct a Venn Diagram comparing & contrasting old imperialism with new imperialism and/or draw sketches to 
demonstrate them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Imperialism 
• Definition: the control of one people by another (can be political, 

economic or cultural) 
• Old Imperialism: age of exploration, mutually beneficial, trading 

stations 
• New Imperialism: domination, racism, power 

 
New Imperialism 

• Began in 1870s colonized Asia and Africa by using military force to 
take control of local governments  

• Exploiting local economies for raw materials required by Europe’s 
growing industry 

• Imposing Western values to benefit the “backwards” colonies. 
 
European Migration 

• Between 1815 and 1932 more than 60 million people left Europe 
• Migrants went primarily to European-inhabited areas: North and 

South America, Australia, New Zealand, and Siberia. 
• European migration provided further impetus for Western 

expansion 
• Most were poor from rural areas, though seldom from the poorest 

classes (due to oppressive land policies) 
 
 

Critical Thinking:  
 
How will new imperialism change the 
shape of the relations between the 
European nations? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP European History - Chapter 24 An Age of Modernity, Anxiety, and Imperialism, 1894-1914 
Class Notes & Critical Thinking 

12 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Causes for the Imperialist Impulse 
• Search for new markets and raw materials 
• Missionary work: far more successful in Africa than in Asia and 

Islamic world.  
• New military and naval bases to protect one's interests against 

other European powers 
• Britain concerned by French & German land grabs in 1880s; might 

seal off their empires with high tariffs & restrictions; future 
economic opportunities might be lost forever. 

• Increased tensions between the “haves” (e.g. British Empire) and 
the “have nots" (e.g. Germany & Italy) who came in late to the 
imperialistic competition. 

 
Ideology: Nationalism and Social Darwinism 

• "White Man's Burden": racist patronizing that preached that the 
“superior” Westerners had an obligation to bring their culture to 
“uncivilized” peoples in other parts of the world. 

– Poem by Rudyard Kipling  
• Germany and Russia especially used imperialistic drives to divert 

popular attention from the class struggle at home and to create a 
false sense of national unity. 

 
Definition of White Man's Burden 

 The term White Man's Burden comes from an 1899 poem by British 
poet Rudyard Kipling written to induce the United States to join 
Europe in the imperial conquest of the globe in order to "civilize" 
the supposedly backward countries being subjected to European 
rule. Prior to the Spanish-American War (1898), the U.S. had 
avoided taking colonies, but in the war had seized multiple colonies 
from Spain, including the Philippines, where the U.S. Army was 
engaged in fighting an indigenous independence movement, actions 
increasingly unpopular with the American public. In his poem, 
Kipling describes imperialism as an onerous task but a duty for 
white Europeans, including America's ruling class, to pursue. The 
poem refers to Filipinos as "half-devil and half-child," an attitude 
reflective of imperialist paternalism 

Critical Thinking:  
Which cause do you think had the most 
impact on bringing about new 
imperialism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What ideas shaped racist justification for 
imperialism? 
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The White Man’s Burden by Rudyard Kipling 
 

1. Read through the poem and fill out the chart below. Make sure you use the words of Kipling. 
 

A. What words does Kipling 
use to describe the white 
man? 

B. What words does Kipling 
use to describe the natives? 

C. What words describe the 
white man’s burden? 

D. What words describe the 
response of the natives? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
2. Answer the following questions for discussion. 

a. What do you think Kipling means by the “best”? 
 
 
 

b. What do you think about his choice of words? 
 
 
 

c. Do you think a writer could use these words today? Would it be “politically correct?” 
 
 
 

d. Do you think the poem is racist? Why? Why not? 
 
 
 

e. In your own words, how would you describe the white man’s burden? 
 
 
 

f. Do you think Kipling accurately describes Western Imperialism? 
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Rudyard Kipling, The White Man's Burden, 1899 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opposing Viewpoints pg 746 – Now read The Black Man’s Burden to contrast point of view. 

1. How does the selection by Edward Morel challenge or undermine Kipling’s beliefs? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 
Send forth the best ye breed-- 
Go bind your sons to exile 
To serve your captives' need; 
To wait in heavy harness, 
On fluttered folk and wild-- 
Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 
Half-devil and half-child. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
In patience to abide, 
To veil the threat of terror 
And check the show of pride; 
By open speech and simple, 
An hundred times made plain 
To seek another's profit, 
And work another's gain. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
The savage wars of peace-- 
Fill full the mouth of Famine 
And bid the sickness cease; 
And when your goal is nearest 
The end for others sought, 
Watch sloth and heathen Folly 
Bring all your hopes to nought. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
No tawdry rule of kings, 
But toil of serf and sweeper-- 
The tale of common things. 
The ports ye shall not enter, 
The roads ye shall not tread, 
Go mark them with your living, 
And mark them with your dead. 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 
And reap his old reward: 
The blame of those ye better, 
The hate of those ye guard-- 
The cry of hosts ye humour 
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:-- 
"Why brought he us from bondage, 
Our loved Egyptian night?" 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
Ye dare not stoop to less-- 
Nor call too loud on Freedom 
To cloke your weariness; 
By all ye cry or whisper, 
By all ye leave or do, 
The silent, sullen peoples 
Shall weigh your gods and you. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
Have done with childish days-- 
The lightly proferred laurel, 
The easy, ungrudged praise. 
Comes now, to search your manhood 
Through all the thankless years 
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom, 
The judgment of your peers! 
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Africa: Berlin Conference 1884-85 
• Established the "rules" for conquest of Africa 
• Sponsored by Bismarck & Jules Ferry ; sought to prevent conflict 

over imperialism 
• Congress coincided with Germany's rise as an imperial power 
• Agreed to stop slavery and slave trade in Africa 
• Germany took control of Cameroon, Togo, southwest Africa, & East 

Africa  
• France took control  Tunisia, Algeria, French West Africa (including 

Morocco, Sahara, Sudan, Congo basin) 
• Italy: took control of Libya 
• Britain: perhaps the most enlightened of the imperialist powers 

(though still oppressive) 
– Took control of Egypt in 1883 (model for "New 

Imperialism") 
– Pushed southward and took control of Sudan 

• Advanced Weaponry: machine gun, minié ball (bullet), breech-
loading rifle – ensured military superiority over colonized areas  

– Battle of Omdurman (1898): Brits defeated Sudanese 
tribesman and killed 11,000 (use of machine gun) while 
only 28 Britons died 

• Fashoda Incident (1898): France & Britain nearly went to war over 
Sudan; France backed down in the face of the Dreyfus Affair 

 
Africa 

• 1880, Europeans controlled 10% of Africa; by 1914 controlled all 
except Liberia & Ethiopia  

• Belgian Congo  
– At behest of Leopold II,  H. M. Stanley established trading 

stations, signed “treaties” with African chiefs, and claimed 
land for Belgium. 

– Leopold’s incursion into Congo basin raised the question of 
the political fate of black Africa (south of the Sahara); also 
Britain's conquest of Egypt 

 
South Africa and the Boer War (1899-1902) 

• Cape-to Cairo dream where Britain would dominate the continent. 
• Diamonds and gold were discovered in the Transvaal and Rhodes 

wanted to extend his influence there but region controlled by Boers 
(descendents of Dutch settlers)  

• Kruger Telegram (1902): Kaiser Wilhelm II, dispatched telegram to 
Boers congratulating them on defeating British invaders without 
need of German assistance 

– Anger swept through Britain aimed at Germany. 
• Massive British force eventually defeated Boers and in 1910 the 

Transvaal, Orange Free State, Cape Colony, & Natal combined to 
form the Union of South Africa. 

 

Critical Thinking:  
Who had the most success early in 
expanding their power? Why do you 
suppose so? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did the European powers meet to 
divide up Africa? Why not just go and take 
land? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was the importance of Wilhelm’s 
Kruger Telegram? 
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England’s Empire 
• By 1900, Britain controlled 1/5 of world's territory: including 

Australia, Canada, India 
• "The Empire upon which the sun never sets": Possible to travel 

around world by railroad & sea, moving only through British 
territories.  

 
Asia 

• France: Indochina 
• Britain: Burma, Malay Peninsula, North Borneo 
• Germany: certain Pacific islands  
• Russia: Persia, outlying provinces of China 
• Spanish-American War, 1898: U.S. defeated Spain, took Philippines, 

Guam, Hawaii & Cuba 
• Responses to Western Imperialism in Asia  

– India was the jewel of the British Empire  
– Mogul Empire: Muslims empire in Indian subcontinent fell 

apart in the 17th century 
 
Japan & China 

• China: carved into spheres of influence in late 19th century  
• Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95: revealed China’s helplessness, 

triggered a rush for foreign concessions and protectorates in china. 
 
China - Taiping Rebellion of 1850 

• Primarily caused by differing Chinese factions: rebels opposed 
Manchus 

• As many as 20 million people perished.  
• Manchus defeated rebellion after 14 years with the help of the 

British military. 
 
China 

• Britain, France, Germany, Russia and Japan each came to control a 
piece of eastern China  

• Dr. Sun Yat-sen  a revolutionary, sought to overthrow the Manchu 
dynasty and establish a republic; sparked the beginning of a 
Chinese nationalist movement  

• Open Door Policy, sponsored by the U.S. in 1899, sought to open 
commerce to imperial latecomers like itself, urged the Europeans 
to allow free trade within China while respecting its territorial 
integrity.  

• Boxer Rebellion, 1900: Patriotic uprising by Chinese nationalists 
against Western encroachment, was put down by imperial powers 
in 1900; Manchu dynasty would soon fall 

 

Critical Thinking:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did China try to resist imperialism? 
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Japan 
• ONLY major Asian power to resist being swallowed up by the 

imperialists.  
• Unlike China, Japan quickly modernized and became an imperial 

power by late 19th century  
• Meiji Restoration, 1867: resulted in series of reforms to compete 

with the West 
• Will challenge Western dominance & will become an imperial 

power  
 
Russo-Japanese War (1904) 

• Russia and Japan both had designs on Manchuria and Korea 
• Japanese concerned about Russian Trans-Siberian Railway across 

Manchuria  
• Japan destroyed Russian fleet off coast of Korea and won major 

battles on land although Russians turned the tide on land 
subsequently. 

• Westerners horrified that Japan had defeated a major Western 
power. 

• Treaty of Portsmouth (mediated by U.S. president Theodore 
Roosevelt) ended war with Japan winning major concessions 
(preferred position in Manchuria, protectorate in Korea, half of 
Sakhalin Island 

• Long-term impact of war: Russia turned to the Balkans, Russian 
Revolution, and revolt of Asia in 20th century (Asians hoped to 
emulate Japan power and win their independence); annexation of 
Korea 

 
England & India 

• British East India Company took last native state in India by 1848. 
• Sepoy Mutiny, 1857-58 
• Insurrection of Hindu & Muslim soldiers in British Army spread in 

northern & central India before it was crushed, primarily by loyal 
native troops from southern India. 

– After 1858, India ruled by British Parliament in London and 
administered by a tiny, all-white civil service in India. 

• British reforms in India 
– Modern system of progressive secondary education (to 

train Indian civil servants), economic reforms (irrigation, 
railroads, tea and jute plantations), creation of unified and 
powerful state. 

Indian National Congress (formed in 1885) 
• Educated Indians, predominantly Hindu, demanded increasing 

equality & self-gov't  
• The Congress gave Indians role in their government under British 

control  
• India became independent in 1946 (just after WWII)  

 
 
 

Critical Thinking:  
What impact did Imperialism have on 
China? Why was Japan so different? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why was Russia’s defeat by Japan so 
important on a world scale? At home in 
Russia? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was the impact of the Sepoy Mutiny 
on Britain? Did the challenge to 
imperialism change their policy? 
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Primitivism: 

 Western art movement that borrows visual forms from non-Western or prehistoric peoples 

 “Primitivism” is less an aesthetic movement than a sensibility or cultural attitude that has informed diverse 
aspects of Modern art. It refers to Modern art that alludes to specific stylistic elements of tribal objects and 
other non-Western art forms.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1. How do the works of art demonstrate reactions to imperialism?  Explain by providing details from each painting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Are there stereotypes present in the paintings? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How do you suppose people responded to works of art like these? 
 
 
 
 
 

Pablo Picasso, Les Demoiselles d'Avignon  

1906-1909  

 

Paul Gaugin, Spirit of the Dead Watching, 

1892. Oil on canvas  
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Focus Questions: What was the Bismarckian System of alliances, and how successful was it at keeping the peace? What 
issues lay behind the international crises that Europe faced in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bismarckian System 
 Bismarck arranged systems of alliances in order to keep Germany in 

the majority 3 of the 5 great powers of Europe 
 Fear of rivalry over Balkans & an emerging power struggle due to 

declining Ottoman Empire  
 Three Emperors’ League (1873 & 1881): Germany, Austria, and 

Russia in a mutual defense pact concerning Balkans (Russia refused 
to renew in 1887) 

 
The “Eastern Question” 

 1870s--constant crisis in the Balkans (who would control region 
after the Ottoman Empire?) 

 Russia's dream since reign of Catherine the Great  was to retake the 
Balkans and ultimately Constantinople (the old capital of Byzantine 
Empire and the cradle of Orthodox Christianity)  

 Pan-Slavism: Idea of uniting all Slavs in Europe under one 
gov't (Russia) 

 Russia defeated the Ottoman Empire by 1878 and seemed poised 
to dominate the Balkans 

 Britain refused to accept Russian hegemony in Balkans and sent 
navy to help Turks  

 Nationalistic spirit in Britain came to be known as 
"jingoism" (after a popular poem) 

 Bismarck offered to mediate the crisis (came to be the 
Congress of Berlin) 

 
Congress of Berlin (1878) 

 Russia left the conference with little despite defeating the Turks 
 Recognition of Rumania, Serbia and Montenegro as independent 

states. 
 Establishment of the autonomous principality of Bulgaria (still 

within Ottoman Empire) 
 Austrian acquisition of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 Transfer of Cyprus to Great Britain, not far from the Suez Canal. 
 Though Disraeli was most responsible for the agreements, Russia 

blamed Bismarck 

 (Note: Congress of Berlin is NOT Berlin Conference which carved up 
Africa) 

 Russian hostility toward Germany led Bismarck (1879) to embark 
upon a new system of alliances which transformed European 
diplomacy and effectively killed remnants of Concert of Europe 

 

 

Critical Thinking:  
Was Bismarck’s system of alliance 
Machiavellian? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why was Russia so concerned about the 
Balkans? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why was the Congress of Berlin so 
significant? 
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Critical Thinking: What do you think will be the major impact of Wilhelm firing Bismarck & destroying the Bismarckian 
System? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Alliances: draw a diagram demonstrating the progression of alliances by including the member nations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Alliances 
 Triple Alliance (1882): after Three Emperor’s League was destroyed 

with Congress of Berlin, Germany sought to make new alliance with 
Austria & Italy 

 Reinsurance Treaty (1887): Bismarck sought alliance with Russia in 
hopes to prevent Russian-French alliance = 2 front war  

 
Wilhelm II Kills Bismarckian System 

 Bismarck fired 1890 despite the Bismarckian System successfully 
keeping peace 

 Wilhelm sought to expand Germany’s power & hated the 
restrictions from Bismarckian System 

 France & Russia allied 1894 
 Triple Entente formed 1907: Fr, GB, Russia 

 

Critical Thinking:  
Why are alliances a good thing? What can 
make them a bad decision? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


