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Focus Question: What were the goals of the Congress of Vienna and the Concert of Europe, and how successful were 
they in achieving those goals? 

 
The Voice of Conservativism: Metternich of Austria 

1. Based on Metternich’s discussion, how would you define conservativism? 
 
 

2. What experiences conditioned Metternich’s ideas? 
 
 
 

3. PERIODIZATION: How did Metternich argue for a new approach to government in reaction to the changes 
brought on by the French Revolution? 
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4. HISTORICAL ARGUMENATION: Construct an argument that Metternich’s policies will encourage revolutions 

throughout Europe.  Provide 2 pieces of evidence as proof. 
 
 
 
 
Map 21.1 Europe After the Congress of Vienna, 1815 pg 626 
 

1. How did Europe’s major powers manipulate territory to decrease the probability that France could again 
threaten the Continent’s stability? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. CONTINUITY & CHANGE:  How had Europe changed after 1815?  What had stayed the same? 
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Congress of Vienna 
 Met to end Napoleonic wars and to keep France in check.  
 Klemens von Metternich -- Austria  
 Lord Castlereagh – Great Britain 
 Alexander I – Russia 
 Principle of Legitimacy & Intervention  

 
Concert of Europe (or Congress System) 

 Conservative movement - lasted from 1815 until the Crimean War of 
the 1850s  

 Arrangements to guarantee enforcement of the status quo as 
defined by the Vienna settlement. Major provisions: Quadruple 
Alliance, Principle of Intervention, & Principle of Legitimacy.  

 Sought to suppress nationalist & liberal revolutions. 
 
Quadruple Alliance 

 Russia, Prussia, Austria and England  
 Provided for concerted action to arrest any threat to the peace or 

balance of power. 
 
Conservatism 

 Arose in reaction to liberalism and became a popular alternative for 
those frightened by the violence, terror and social disorder of the 
French Revolution. 

 Embodied most by Metternich of Austria 
 Support by traditional ruling classes & peasants who still formed 

majority of the population 
 Believed in order, society and the state; faith and tradition 

 
Post-war Conservative Repression (1815-1820) 

 Metternich in Austria and German Confederation 
 Multi-ethnic composition of Habsburg Empire meant liberalism and 

nationalism were potentially more dangerous than in other countries. 
 Liberalism and nationalism highly vocal and visible in universities in 

first half of 19th century 
 Karlsbad Decrees (1819) by Metternich; cracked down on liberalism 

in universities and drove liberalism and nationalism underground. 
 
 
 

 

Critical Thinking: 
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Conservative England 
 Tories (who had defeated Napoleon) still in control. 
 Corn Law of 1815: halted importation of cheaper foreign grains. 
 “Peterloo Massacre” of 1819 led by Lord Liverpool 

 Pro-liberal crowd listening to anti-Corn law rhetoric attacked by 
police. 

 Press brought under more firm control and mass meetings 
abolished.  

 
Conservative France 

 King Louis XVIII, shift from moderate to conservative 
 Governed France as a Constitutional Monarch – most liberal large state 

on the continent. 
 1815, thousands of former revolutionaries murdered by royalist mobs 

(“White Terror”) 
 1829, heir to the throne murdered and royalists used incident as 

pretense to further crack down on liberalism. 
 
Russia: Decembrist Uprising (1825) 

 Alexander I (1810-1825) initially favored Enlightened despotism but 
after 1815 grew increasingly reactionary. His death led to a power 
vacuum.  

 Nicholas I assumed the Russian throne after death of Alexander I. 
 Decembrists (junior military officers): upper-class opponents of the 

autocratic Russian system of gov’t, who supported popular grievances 
among Russian society. Failed in their revolt. 

 Nicholas became Europe’s most reactionary monarch 
 Intellectuals developed two opposing camps in this period:  

 Slavolphiles believed that Russian village (the mir) culture was 
superior to that of the West. 

 Westernizers wanted to extend the “genius of Russian culture” 
by industrializing and setting up a constitutional gov’t. 

 
Greek Revolution (1821-1829) 

 Concerned the “Eastern Question”: Which European countries would 
fill the void in the Balkans resulting from the decline of the Ottoman 
Empire? 

 England, France and Russia accepted Greece’s Christian appeal and 
joined into a united force that defeated combined Turkish and Egyptian 
naval forces.  

 Treaty of Adrianople (1829): recognized Greek independence. 
 Significance: 3 out of 5 members of Concert of Europe supported 

nationalism signaling a shift from united conservatism to nationalistic 
self-interest.  

 

 

Critical Thinking: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP European History - Chapter 21 Reaction, Revolution, and Romanticism, 1815-1850  
Class Notes & Critical Thinking 

5 

 

Focus Question: What were the main tenets of conservativism, liberalism, nationalism, and utopian socialism, and what 
role did each ideology play in Europe in the first half of the nineteenth century? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liberalism 
 Political liberalism: 

 reformist and political rather than revolutionary in 
character 

 individuals entitled to seek their freedom in the face of  
tyranny. 

 humans have certain natural rights and governments 
should protect them. 

 rights are best guaranteed by a written constitution, with 
careful definition of the limits to which governmental 
actions may go (e.g. Declaration of Independence; 
Declaration of the Rights of Man) 

 republican form of gov’t. 
 Democrats more radical than liberals; more willing to 

endorse violence to achieve goals. 
 
Liberalism in Economics  

 Adam Smith in Wealth of Nations (1776): advocated economic 
individualism  

 laissez-faire: opposed gov’t intervention in social and economic 
affairs, even if the need for action seemed great to social critics and 
reformers Most productive economy was one that allowed for the 
greatest measure of individual choice—“invisible hand” of the self-
regulating market. 

 Severely opposed to mercantilism 
 David Ricardo: “iron law of wages”: plentiful supply of workers 

would keep wages low, to the detriment of the working class.  
 Thomas Malthus: believed human population would eat itself out 

of existence. 
 Utilitarianism: founded by Jeremy Bentham  

 Utility of any proposed law or institution based on “the 
greatest happiness of the greatest number.” 

 
John Stuart Mill 

 On Liberty (1859): classic statement on liberty of the individual. 
Argued for  “absolute freedom of opinion” 

 Later argued for women’s rights: On the Subjection of Women 
(1867) 

 
Impact of Liberalism 

 Involved in the various revolutionary movements of the early 19th 
century 

 Embodied in over ten constitutions secured between 1815 and 
1848 in states of the German Confederation. 

 Influenced reform measures in Britain governments from 1830s 
into 20th century. 

 Inspired German student organizations and impacted Prussian (and 
later German) life. 

 

 

Critical Thinking:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the characteristics of a free 
market regulated by natural laws? 
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Nationalism 
 Sought to turn cultural unity into self-government 
 Common language, history and traditions would bring about unity 

and common loyalties. 
 Creates the “us vs. them” or “we vs. they” mentality 
 Immediate origins were in the French Revolution and Napoleonic 

wars. 
 
Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803) 

 Regarded as father of modern nationalism 
 Believed every people is unique and possesses a distinct national 

character—Volksgeist — which has evolved over many centuries. 
 
Socialism 

 Desire to reorganize society to establish cooperation and a new 
sense of community. 

 Increasing misery of working classes disturbed liberal thinkers 
(Bentham and Mill), who proposed a modification of laissez-faire 
economics. 

 Liberal practices in politics (republicanism) and economics 
(capitalism) seemed to promote selfish individualism and the 
fragmenting of society. 

 Not until the 19th century did issue of social justice gain broad 
intellectual base and greater support. 

 
French Socialism 

 Early French Socialists proposed a system of greater economic 
equality planned by the government (sometimes called Utopian 
Socialists)  

 Count Henri de Saint-Simon (1760-1825)  
 Proper social organization would require the “parasites”—

the court, aristocracy, lawyers, churchmen—to give way to 
the “doers”—leading scientists, engineers, and 
industrialists. 

 Sought public works projects and establishing investment 
banks. 

 Every social institution should have as its main goal 
improved conditions for the poor.  

 Louis Blanc (1811-1882): more practical approach than other early 
French socialists. 

 Urged workers to fight for universal suffrage and to take 
control of the state peacefully. 

 Gov’t should set up workshops and factories to guarantee 
full employment. 

 Flora Tristen (1803-1844) female utopian socialist & feminist. 
Worker’s Union (1843) 

 

Critical Thinking:  
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Focus Question: What forces for change were present in France, Great Britain, Belgium, Poland, and Italy between 1830 
and 1848, and how did each nation respond? What were the causes of the revolutions of 1848, and why did the 
revolutions fail? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Match Game: Can you match the image of the invention with its name? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revolutions of 1830: sparked by wave of liberalism and nationalism 
 
France: July Revolution (1830) 

 A radical revolt in Paris forced reactionary Charles X to abdicate his 
throne.  

 Louis Philippe (r. 1830-1848) of Orleans family became new king 
under a constitutional monarchy; known as the “Bourgeoisie King” 

 France now controlled by upper-middle class Bourgeoisie bankers 
and businessmen (in effect, a return to narrow liberalism of 1815) 

 Impact of July Revolution: sparked a wave of revolutions 
throughout Europe. 

* (Hugo’s Les Miserables based on this) 
 
Italy (1831-32) 

 Northern Italy — saw outbreaks of liberal discontent. 
 Guiseppe Mazzini and his secret revolutionary society – 

Young Italy 
 The Carbonari: secret nationalist societies advocated force 

to achieve nat’l unification 
 Austrian troops under Metternich’s enforcement of the Concert of 

Europe’s philosophy crushed the disorganized revolutionaries. 
 
Prussia 

 Established an economic union of 17 German states, the Zollverein, 
which eliminated internal tariffs and set the tone for greater union.  

 
Reform in England 

 Queen Victoria (r. 1837-1901): period of her reign known as 
“Victorian Era” 

 Led by reform-minded Tories  
 Abandoned Congress System, reformed prisons and criminal code, 

allowed membership in labor unions, established efficient 
metropolitan police force (“Bobbies”) 

 Religious Reform:  
 granted full civil rights to Roman Catholics. 

 Whigs asked by new king George IV to form a new government 
(1830)  

 Whigs heavily supported by middle class 
 
 

 
 
 

Critical Thinking:  
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Reform in England 
 Reform Bill of 1832 (spurred by cholera epidemic) 
 Sought to increase number of voters from 6% of population to 12%. 
 Sought to eliminate underpopulated electoral districts (“Rotten 

Boroughs”) and replace them with representation from new 
manufacturing districts and cities 

 Labor Reform: 
 Factory Act of 1833: forbade child labor under age of nine 
 Slavery abolished in British West Indies, 1833 
 Poor Law, 1834: required healthy unemployed workers to live 

in workhouses. 
 10 Hour Act, 1847: limited work hours for women and 

children to 10 hours per day 
 Chartists:  

  universal male suffrage  
 secret balloting 
 no property qualifications for members of Parliament 
 salaries for member of Parliament 
 equal electoral districts 
 annual elections for Parliament  

 Significance: although movement failed all its ideas adopted in late 
19th and early 20th c. 

 Corn Laws repealed, 1846  
 
Revolutions of 1848 

 Challenged conservative order & led to breakdown of Concert of 
Europe 

 1848 revolutions influenced by romanticism, nationalism, socialism, 
and liberalism, as well as economic dislocation and instability. 

 Only Britain and Russia avoided significant upheaval 
 Resulted in end of serfdom in Austria and Germany, universal male 

suffrage in France, parliaments established in German states 
(although controlled by princes & aristocrats), stimulated unification 
impulse in Prussia and Sardinia-Piedmont. 

 Last of liberal revolutions dating back to the French Revolution 
 
France 

 “February Revolution”  
 Working class and liberals unhappy with King Louis Philippe who 

opposed electoral reform; King forced to abdicate  
 Second French Republic: led by liberals allied w/ bourgeoisie 
 Louis Blanc: socialist thinker who led working classes.  

 national workshops: created to provide work for the 
unemployed 

 Reforms: abolished slavery in the empire, 10 hr workday in 
Paris, abolished death penalty 

 
 
 

Critical Thinking:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Political Cartoon Analysis:  Text pg 643 
What does the portrayal of Louis-Philippe 
communicate?  
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France (Cont) 
 April elections for new Constituent Assembly resulted in conflict 

between liberal capitalists and socialists 
 Workers attempted to create a revolutionary republic after Blanc was 

dropped from assembly.  
 “June Days” Revolution  

 Cause: gov’t closed national workshops 
 Marked beginning of class warfare in France 
 Workers sought war against poverty and redistribution of 

income. 
 Barricades put up in streets to oppose gov’t forces General 

Cavaignac: assumed dictatorial powers & crushed revolt 
(10,000 dead) 

 Victory for conservatives  
 Election of 1848: Louis Napoleon defeated Cavignac  
 1852: Louis Napoleon consolidated power and became Emperor 

Napoleon III 
 
German States 

 Revolutions inspired by 1848 revolutions in France 
 Liberals demanded constitutional government and a union or 

federation of German states. 
 Grossdeutsch vs. Kleindeutsch  
 Frederick William IV rejected liberal constitution; imposed 

conservative one that guaranteed royal control of gov’t 
(lasted until 1918).  

 Frankfurt Parliament (May, 1848) 
 Liberal, romantic, & nationalist leaders called for elections to 

a constituent assembly, from all states in the German Bund, 
for the purpose of unifying the German states. 

 Sought war with Denmark to annex Schleswig & Holstein; 
Prussia declared war on Denmark 

 Presented constitution for a united German federation 
 Selected Prussian King Frederick William IV as emperor; he 

declined claiming “divine right of kings” 
 Failure of Prussia and Austria to support unification 

movement resulted in its collapse  
 Frederick William’s attempt to unify Germany ended in failure 

 Austria demanded Prussian allegiance to the Bund (that 
Austria dominated)  

 Prussia dropped plan to unify Germany, leaving Austria as 
dominant German state in the Bund. 

 Prussia would seek revenge in 1866 (Austro-Prussian War) 
 

Critical Thinking:  
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Italy 
 Italian nationalists and liberals seek to end foreign domination of 

Italy 
 Milan, Lombardy and Venetia expel Austrian rulers 
 Bourbon rulers in Sicily and Naples defeated (Kingdom of 

Two Sicilies) 
 Sardinia-Piedmont declared war on Austria  
 Giuseppe Mazzini established Roman Republic in 1849 

protected by Giuseppe Garibaldi  
 Failure of revolutions in Italy result in conservative victory: 

 Austrian crushes Sardinia-Piedmont; regains Lombardy 
and Venetia 

 French troops take back Papal States 
 Causes for failure: 

 Rural people did not support revolutions 
 Revolutionaries not united (as was also the case in 

Germany) 
 Fear of radicals among moderates 
 Lack of leadership and administrative experience among 

revolutionaries. 
 
Austria 

 Habsburg empire was vulnerable to revolutionary challenge 
 Ethnic minorities sought nationalistic goals: Hungarians, 

Slavs, Czechs, Italians, Serbs, Croats, and others. (More 
non-Germans than Germans lived in the empire) 

 Austrian gov’t was reactionary; liberal institutions were 
non-existent. 

 Social reliance on serfdom doomed masses of people to a 
life w/o hope. 

 “February Days” in France sparked rebellion for liberal 
reforms. 

 Vienna  
 Louis Kossuth (1802-1894) Hungarian (Magyar) leader 

demanded independence 
 Czechs and three northern Italian provinces declared 

autonomy. 
 Austrian empire collapsed; Metternich fled 
 Serfdom abolished 
 Revolutionary gov’t failed to govern effectively 
 Habsburgs restored royal absolutism 

 
 Prague Conference developed notion of Austroslavism: 

constitution and autonomy within Habsburg empire. 
 Pan-Slav Congress failed to unite Slavic peoples in the 

empire. 
 Austrian military ultimately occupied Bohemia and 

crushed rebellion 
 

Critical Thinking:  
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Focus Question: How did European states respond to the increase in crime in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries? 
 
The New British Police: “We Are Not Treated as Men” (pg 648) 

1.  What were the complaints of the British constables? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was the main issue that the complaints raised? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Why might it be said that the development of police forces is a defining characteristic of Western Civilization in 
modern times? 

 
 
 
 
 

4. SYNTHESIS: What did the constables’ complaints have in common with the grievances of laborers you read 
about in Chapter 20? 

 
 

Austria (cont) 
 Hungary 

 Louis Kossuth led Hungarian independence 
movement 

 Hungarian armies drove within sight of Vienna. 
 Slavic minorities resisted Magyar invasion and 

Hungarian army withdrew 
 Austrian and Russian armies defeated Hungarian 

army. 
 Hungary would have to wait until 1866 for 

autonomy.  
 

Critical Thinking:  
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Focus Question: What were the characteristics of Romanticism, and how were they reflected in literature, art, and 
music? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Characteristics 
 Emerged as a challenge to Enlightenment rationality = emotion 

over reason  
 Emphasized sentiment & individualism 
 Rejected the Enlightenment view of nature as a precise 

harmonious whole as well as deism. 
 Rejected Enlightenment view of the past which was counter-

progressive to human history 
 Encouraged personal freedom and flexibility 
 By emphasizing feeling, humanitarian movements were created 

to fight slavery, poverty and industrial evils. 
 
Forerunners of Romanticism 

 Rousseau: most important  (Social Contract, 1762); believed 
society and materialism corrupted human nature 

 Kant: Accepted rationalism of the Enlightenment while preserving 
belief in human freedom, immortality, & existence of God. 

 Romanticism inspired by French Revolution 
 
Novels & Poetry 

 Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832): wrote very 
emotional & sentimental novels; stories about rejected, tragic 
figures  

 Victor Hugo (1802-1885): Hunchback of Notre Dame; Les 
Miserables  

 William Wordsworth (1770-1850): believed one could learn from 
nature that was alive & sacred  

Music  653 
 Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1826), classical framework, 

elements of Romanticism with uncontrolled rhythms, Ninth 
Symphony 

 Richard Wagner (1813-1883) German composer, theatre director, 
and conductor who is primarily known for his operas ("music 
dramas")  

Art  651-653 
 Jacques-Louis David (1748-1825), French Revolution, portraits of 

Napoleon 
 Caspar David Friedrich (1774-1840), landscapes with natural 

details, “nature manifestation of divine life”, use spiritual eye, 
The Wanderer Above the Sea of Fog  

 Eugene Delacroix (1796-1863), passion for color, “a painting 
should be a feast to the eye”, Liberty Leading the People  

 J. M. W. Turner (1775-1855), nature & landscape & seascapes, 
conveyed moods not realistic, Rain, Steam, and Speed-The Great 
Western Railway  

 

Critical Thinking:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


