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Focus Question: What intellectual developments led to the emergence of the Enlightenment? Who were the leading 
figures of the Enlightenment, and what were their main contributions? In what type of social environment did the 
philosophies thrive, and what role did women play in that environment? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Idea of Progress 
 “Dare to know! Have the courage to use your own intelligence!” – 

Immanuel Kant 
 Many ideas came from scientific revolution  
 Looked to expand Bacon, Descartes, & Bayle  
 Natural law & right phil.  
 Skeptical toward tradition  
 Confident w/ reasoning  
 Advancement & progress of society  
 1700 people split b/n moderns & ancients  
 Moderns believed were better & more advanced (art, science, lit., 

inventions, etc.)  
 People less superstitious – no more witchcraft scare  

 
Bernard de Fontenelle (1657-1757) 

 Direct link b/n scientists & philosophes  
 Wrote Plurality of the Worlds  

 Conversation b/n 2 people that clearly & easily explained 
science in laymen terms 

 Science became part of literature instead of just for scientific 
experts 

 
Pierre Bayle: French Skeptic 

 All beliefs are relative – vary w/ time & place 
 Believed that you shouldn’t believe everything 
 All beliefs aren’t accurate 

 
Philosophes 

 French Thinkers 
 Pursued intellectual interests: scientific, mechanical, literary, 

philosophical, & sociological 
 Approach any subject in a critical & inquiring way 
 Concept = progress 
 “Men of Letters”  

 
Central Ideas of Philosophes 

 1. Progress 
 2. Deism 
 3. Tolerance 
 Focused on betterment of society & human beings 
 1748-1751 “miracle years”  

 
 
 

 

Critical Thinking: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw an image that demonstrates the 
values of deists. 
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Challenge to Traditions 
 Rational & empirical thought challenged traditional values & ideas 

 Began to apply the principles of the Scientific Revolution to 
society & human institutions 

 Voltaire, Diderot, Montesquieu  
 
Voltaire 

 Francois-Marie Arouet (1694-1778) 
 Wrote Philosophic Letters on the English 

 Opposed absolutism 
 Favored freedom of thought 

 Criticized traditional religion 
 Supported religious toleration & deism 

 Mistress Marquise du Chatelet translated Newton’s Principia  
 
Denis Diderot (1713-1784) 

 Critic of religion, especially Christianity 
 Believed it was “fanatical & unreasonable” 

 Wrote the Encyclopedia 
 28 volumes 
 Attacked religious superstition & advocated toleration 
 Many philosophes contributed their thoughts & concerns – 

becomes an avenue to spread Enlight. ideas 
 Wanted social, legal, & political improvements for more 

tolerant, humane, reasonable world 
 
Montesquieu 

 French Skeptic 
 Wrote Persian Letters: criticized Catholic Church & The Spirit of Laws: 

apply scientific method to gov’t  
 “natural laws” & separation of powers 
 3 types of gov’ts (republics, monarchy, despotism) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking: 
 
Which of the philosophes do you like the 
most? Least? Why? 
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The Separation of Powers pg 507 
 

1. HISTORICAL CAUSATION: How did Montesquieu’s ideas pave the way for the Constitution of the United States? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. HISTORICAL CAUSATION: How did he justify his doctrine of separation of powers? 
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Locke & Natural Rights 
 Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690) 

 Rejected Descartes’ belief in innate ideas 
Tabula rasa = blank mind  

 Two Treatises of Government (1680-1690) 
 Socratic Seminar document – how does it demonstrate his 

views of natural rights? 
 What were his political views?  

 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) 

 Discourse on the Origins of the Inequality of Mankind  
 Rousseau's free will is guided by natural rules of human life 

 The Social Contract 
 Humans surrender some of their freedoms and submit to the 

authority of the ruler or to the decision of a majority, in 
exchange for protection of their remaining rights.  

 Relation between natural and legal rights = social contract 
theory 

 
Challenges to Mercantilism 

 Mercantilism was the economic system of the monarchies – gave more 
$ & more power to the throne  

 New economic ideas espoused free trade & free market – direct 
challenge to mercantilism 

 Adam Smith 
 Francois Quesnay 

 
Adam Smith (1723-1790) 

 Father of capitalism = laissez-faire  
 Wealth of Nations – “bible of capitalism”  
 Attacked mercantilism & supported free trade in free market economy  

 
Francois Quesnay 

 French economist and intellectual leader of the physiocrats, the first 
systematic school of political economy 

 Originator of the term laissez-faire 
 Believed, in opposition to the then-dominant French mercantilists - that 

high taxes, high internal tolls, and high barriers to imported goods were 
the cause of the grinding French poverty he saw around him. 

 
Enlightenment & Religion 

 Many philosophes were anti-church not anti-faith 
 Religion kept individual humans from exercising their own 

minds & applying their innate reason to understanding the 
world & their place in it 

 Catholic & protestant churches maintained conservative control 
 Rise in religious tolerance but pogroms were prevalent in Eastern 

Europe (Poland was most tolerant, Russia worst) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking:  
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Enlightenment & Religion 
 Rise in pietism: return to devotion to religion 
 Methodism: John Wesley (1703-1791) 

 Revival emphasizing more devotion & spirituality 
 Rational analysis of religious practices led to natural religion & 

demand for religious toleration 
 Rise of deism, skepticism, & atheism 
 Religion viewed more of a matter private than public concern 
 By 1800, most governments had extended religious toleration = 

result of Enlightenment ideals  
 Start to stop fear of God = seen as cause of universe 
 Rise of Deism: 

 God compared to watchmaker  
 Watch couldn’t exist w/o watchmaker  
 Universe can’t exist w/o God 
 Voltaire & Diderot HUGE deists  

 Impact on states: 

 Promotes  secularization  
 Society, econ., politics not under control of the church & 

religion 

 Religious tolerance   
 
Deism: 

 Typically reject supernatural events (prophecy, miracles) and divine 
revelation prominent in organized religion, along with holy books and 
revealed religions that assert the existence of such things  

 Hold that correct religious beliefs must be founded on human reason 
and observed features of the natural world, and that these sources 
reveal the existence of one God or supreme being  

 God Gave US Reason, Not Religion 
 Belief structure based on reason 
 “In Deism our reason and our belief are happily united.” – Thomas 

Paine 
 
Baron d’Holbach 

 System of Nature  
 Atheist work 
 God creation of human mind & unnecessary to lead a moral 

life  
 
David Hume (1711-1776) 

 Treatise on Human Nature 
 Social scientist 
 Examination of experiences that constituted human life 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking:  
Compare & contrast women’s role in 
Renaissance and Enlightenment.   
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Women in the Age of the Enlightenment: Rousseau and Wollstonecraft pg 514 

1. PATTERNS OF CONTINUITY AND CHANGE OVER TIME: Did Rousseau say anything different about women’s roles 
than men did centuries earlier? Did Wollstonecraft? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why did Wollstonecraft suggest that both women and men were at fault for the ‘slavish’ situation of women? 
 
 
 
 

Did Women Have an Enlightenment? 
 Querelles des femmes 

 Rousseau: women destined to be mothers 
 Thinkers in favor of female participation:  

 Diderot, Voltaire 
 Enlightenment feminists: Astell, Wollstonecraft 

 
Women and Education 

 Education expanded but diminished in quality 
 Available only to wealthy women 
 “Moral development”  
 Enlightenment only for men (esp. science & phil.) 
 Women educated in quality of wife: music, drawing, singing, etc. 

 
Paris 

 Heart of movement 
 Women opened salons – rooms – for philosophes to gather & discuss 

their work  
 Madame Geoffrin Maintained one of the more notable and 

lavish Parisian salons, which soon became an important 
meeting place for the contributors to the Encyclopédie  

  
 Others gather to talk of the ideas of the world  
 Coffeehouses, cafes, reading clubs, & public lending libraries also 

were gathering places for exchange of ideas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking:  
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Focus Question: What innovations in art, music, and literature occurred in the eighteenth century? How did popular 
culture differ from high culture in the eighteenth century? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art 
 Moved from the celebration of religious themes & royal power to 

emphasis on private life & public good 
 Reflected outlook & values of commercial & bourgeois society as well 

as Enlightenment ideals of political power & citizenship  
 Rococo: Emphasized grace & gentle action & rejected strict 

geometrical patterns 
 Neoclassicism: reverted back to classical style of ancient Greece & 

Rome 
 
Jacques Louis David 
Oath of the Horatii: Analyze David’s painting (also found on pg 518).  Note 
items in the painting that demonstrate characteristics of Neoclassicism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music 

 Baroque style dominated Europe 1600-1750 
 Bach & Handel  

 Classical Era 
 Mozart & Haydn 

 As you listen to the 2 examples of music in class, see if you can pick 
out the differences between Baroque influenced music from Classical 
characteristics.  

 
 
High versus Popular Culture 

Characteristics of High Culture: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Characteristics of Popular Culture: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


