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Historical Skills 

Comparison 
 
Historical thinking involves the ability to describe, compare, and evaluate multiple historical developments within one 
society, one or more developments across or between different societies, and in various chronological and geographical 
contexts.  It also involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives on a given historical 
experience. 
 
Directions: Familiarize yourself with the skill of comparison by completing the chart below.  Fill in the chart with 5 
characteristics that you would like to base your comparison of Martin Luther and John Calvin. Explain how Luther and 
Calvin are similar and different with respect to the characteristics you selected. 
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