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WHAT IS A PARA?

At CVMCS we have a committed, dynamic staff. Depending on how long you
have been a part of our community you may know who is who, but you may
not know. Of course, we have our teachers, office staff and principal but we also
have another group of staff members affectionately known as para’s . This is
short for Para Professional or in other words, “support staff”.
This wonderful group of people at our school provides the behind the scenes
support that helps our school function smoothly. An “associate” or a para is
officially asked to, “assist teachers and teacher associates as they facilitate
student learning; model Montessori educational and discipline procedures,
philosophies and methods; assist in the preparation, maintenance and
delivery of an appropriate Montessori classroom environment and program.“
However, off paper they do so much more to help our students. They open car
doors bright and early with a welcoming smile, they help sort out playground
problems, or give a child a safe place during recess, they help get band-aids or
ice or bumps and bruises, and help wipe tears and spills. Our para professionals
bring expertise and care to make our school complete.

Film Fest

If you see one of our associates in
the hallway be sure to say hello!
Associate II:
• Betsy Lindholm
• Nanci Mortimer
• Caroline Irgens
• Sally Nestor
• Tammy Sauk
•

Carla Lothe

On May 23rd, our school community will gather for our 5th annual Film
Festival. Over 200 CVM students and alumni have been hard at work since
January producing 59 short films among them. These films are each based on
original stories the students have written. During this process, students have
grown their creative writing skills, and learned film production techniques such
as audio recording, stop motion, green screen use, and video editing.

Special Education, Health, General
Assistant:
• Michele Branco

In May, a jury comprised of 18 creative community members will view the films
and select this year’s top E1, E2, and Alumni films. This year’s film festival will
feature as many jury-selected films as time allows (approximately 20) on the
big screen at Micon Cinemas in Chippewa Falls. The Montessori Film Festival
is a true celebration of our students’ creativity and an impressive display of
their artistic and technical skills.

•

Brian Bohlinger

•

Paul Zachau

•

Ron Dudash

Custodians:

Cook:
•

Gigi Parkins

SUMMER SCHOOL INFO AND SUMMER EVENTS
You should have received a booklet of ECASD sponsored summer activities but many other options located here:
www.ecasd.us/District/About/Community-Events/
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Governance Board
Meetings

The printing of this newsletter was donated by E.O. Johnson.

Are held the first Monday of every
month at noon in the school
library. All meetings are open to the
public.

Golden Apple Award: Ms. Betsy
On February 15, 2019 Ms. Betsy received the Golden
Apple award. This award comes well deserved as
she has loved on students at our school for the
last 15 years with patience, expertise and grace.
Ms. Betsy is well known for her morning smiles
and treats for the furry friends in the passenger
seats in the drop off line. She has spent countless
hours gently helping 4k and 5k students with their
important works, preparing snacks and helping with
tying shoes, getting slippers on and making sure
each student feels valued and cared for at CVMCS.
In early April four E2 students who have special
connections with Ms. Betsy interviewed her about
her years here at CVMCS.

Meeting Highlights
March 2019
• Mr. Todd reported on completing
teacher evaluations and
upcoming Spring testing
• Community Engagement
Committee completed two
community involvement nights
• Finance Reports given
• Grant updates and discussion for
WI Fast Forward Grant funds

Anna Berge: What has been your favorite memory?
Ms. Betsy: EVERY DAY
Lucy : What is your favorite tradition at our school?
Ms. Betsy: Giving dog treats to the dogs in the morning drop off line.
Myles: What was your favorite field trip?
Ms. Betsy: Govin’s Farm and seeing the kids with all of the newborn animals.
Spencer: What was your favorite thing to do with the students in the classroom?
Ms. Betsy: To help encourage them and watch them succeed.
Ms. Betsy’s love for students and learning comes through in everything she
does. At the end of this school year, she will be retiring to be able to spend more
time with her husband and family. She is dearly loved here and will be missed
tremendously. When asked what she will miss the most when she leaves, her
answer was quick and unwaivering: THE KIDS.

Arpil 2019
• The board spent time discussing
our current committee structure
to increase efficiancy
• Continued budget discussion
with question and answer time
• Review of the GB self
assessment and Principal
Evaluation took place
• Three new community members
approved to join board in May
For review of full notes please visit
CVMCS website under Governance
Board

Save the Date!
• May 16 - Chicken-Q
• May 23 - Film Fest at Micon

We love you Ms. Betsy! We hope you will come back to visit often.

T-shirt Printing
December 7, 2018
Mr. Kirk’s class got to watch
Ambient Inks print their
logo design for the E2 Tea
Company on shirts.

Read-a-Thon

Science

Night of Service

The Parent Group coordinated
a Read-a-Thon to help raise
money for some new water
fountains. Total Minutes Read:
12,088 (or just over 201 hours!)
Total Money Collected:
$2,364.25
Whoo hoo!!

December 20, 2019
Ms. Desiree Shaw (Mom to
one of Ms. Maddy’s students)
helped the class with a
creative way to observe the
states of energy.

March 2019
Students & families from the
Montessori community joined
together for a night of service.
Two groups of around 15 people
were able to serve at Feed My
People food bank to package
goods for hunger relief.

