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• Keep your good-byes short & sweet. You will send the message that you have confidence in 
your child’s ability to cope. 

• Tuck a family picture away in your child’s backpack for them to look at later. 

• Develop loving good-bye routines.  

• Send clear messages. Your child needs to know that you expect them to go to school no matter 
how much they fuss, cry, or stomp their feet. 

• Encourage friendships, this will make the transition easier. 

• Involve the teacher. You need someone on the other end who will greet your child and ease the 
transition. 

• Believe in your child’s ability to make positive changes. 

• Hovering around. Your child will sense your anxiety, and this will make it more difficult for them 
to calm down. 

• Sneaking out. You want your child to know unequivocally that they can trust you. 

 

• Bargaining or bribing your child to behave. Your little one should be allowed their feelings.  

 

• Take your child home. If you do, you send the message that if your child cries enough they 
won’t have to stay. 

• Getting upset. By keeping an upbeat and positive attitude about your child’s school, teacher and 
friends, you’ll help your child feel safe and enjoy time at school. 

 

• Discussing problems with the teacher in the morning. Save conversations & questions for the 
end of the day. 

 

Things to Avoid: 

Early Learning Program 
Eau Claire 4 Tomorrow, Head Start, & Special Education 

 Linking Home and School for Success 

Off to a Good Start!  

 Ways to Ease Your Child’s Fears about Starting Preschool: 

 

 



 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!! 

http://www.ecasd.us 

Click on Schools 

Click on Preschools 

 Click on Head Start or EC4T 

 

 

 

Go to facebook.com and Twitter, then search:                                           

Eau Claire Area School District Early Learning 

 
Prairie Ridge Early Learning School                                                                                          

3031 Epiphany Lane, Eau Claire, WI  54703                                                                                    

Main Phone Number & Attendance Line 715-852-3600                                                                                

FAX: 715-852-3604 

Contact Information 

Name Position Email Phone 

Michael Johnson 
Eau Claire Area School District                    

Superintendent 
mjohnson@ecasd.us 715-852-3006 

Heather Grant 
Director of Early Learning and               

Elementary Programming 
hgrant@ecasd.us 715-852-3102 

 Laurie Haus Early Learning Principal lhaus@ecasd.us 715-852-3610 

Leah Olson Head Start Coordinator  lolson@ecasd.us 715-852-3627 

Alyssa Fahrenkamp Prairie Ridge Secretary afahrenkamp1@ecasd.us 715-852-3601 

Doni Peterson Head Start Secretary dpeterson1@ecasd.us 715-852-3630 

Missy Devine EC4T Secretary                              mdevine@ecasd.us 715-852-3608 

Jill Italiano 
Family and Community Partnership   

Coordinator 
jitaliano@ecasd.us 715-852-3607 

Nancy Brenner Family Services Facilitator  nbrenner@ecasd.us 715-852-3676 

Kellie Holliday Family Services Facilitator kholliday@ecasd.us 715-852-3677 

Tia Lor 
Family Services Bilingual Education Aide 

— Hmong 
tlor2@ecasd.us 715-852-3642 

Anna Grosman 
Family Services Bilingual Education Aide,

—Spanish 
agrosman@ecasd.us 715-852-3614 

Amanda Bennett Early Learning Counselor abennett@ecasd.us  715-852-3612 

Morgan Deering Early Learning Social Worker mdeering@ecasd.us 715-852-3240 

April Krall Special Education Coordinator akrall@ecasd.us 715-852-3628 

Student Transit 715-839-5116 ECASD Central Office 715-852-3000 

http://www.ecasd.k12.wi.us/


 

Note from Principal Laurie Haus 

Dear Families, 

 

Welcome to the 23-24 school year! 

 

I am looking forward to getting to know your family this year. 

School staff are ready to make sure students feel safe and 

cared about at school. We strongly believe that social emotional 

learning is a priority for beginning the foundation for all               

learning. 

 

Please take a few minutes to read through this newsletter so 

you can learn about resources and more information about the 

ECASD Early Learning program. 

 

Please reach out to your child’s teacher or the school office   
(715-852-3600) if you have any questions. We are here to     
partner with you and support your child’s growth this year. 
  

 
Laurie Haus 
Early Learning Principal 



Getting Involved in School is as Easy as 1, 2, 3….. 
 

1. Establish and maintain healthy routines for bedtime, mealtimes, etc., that      

include specific time to read and play every day with your child. 
 

2. Attend family conferences and home visits—take advantage of these                

opportunities to speak with your child’s teacher about questions and concerns.  
 

3. Participate in family events at the school and consider taking on a leadership 

role in Policy Council, Policy Committee and Parent Meetings.  

 

Remember, your child is watching, show them how important 

school is in your home by getting involved.  

Mental Health Information  

Chronic Absence: 

13 or more days 



Family Resources 



 

Family Resources 



Health Information—Fit Families  

Oral Health Information 

• Brush every day, especially before bedtime 

• Supervise and assist your child with brushing twice a day  

• Use a smear (pea-sized piece) of fluoride tooth paste on the toothbrush 

• Children should be taught to spit out the toothpaste and rinse well after brushing 

• Check your child’s teeth periodically for successful plaque removal 

Appropriate Fluoride: 

• Assure that your child receives the appropriate dietary and topical fluoride during tooth  

      development; age six months to sixteen years 

• Consult with your oral health or medical provider for guidance 

Establish a Dental Home: 

• Establish a dental home for regular oral health examinations and preventative services 

Remember: Your child’s permanent teeth are forming under the gums. 



Family Events 
                              

 

 

 

• September 11th Family Café—Topic: Resiliency  

• September 15th Play Group 

• September 18th SMART 

• September 23rd Date with Dad “Scavenger Hunt” 

• September 25th End Bedtime Battles  
 

Upcoming Events &                                                                 
Happenings in September 

 

ECASD Early Learning offers many ways for families to get involved. Family events are 
FREE and open to any preschool age children and their families, unless                        

specified.  If ECASD schools are closed due to the weather, event is cancelled.   
 

               Register for any of the events online at this link:  Click Here 

Phone: 715-852-3601                                                              ECASD | Monthly Newsletters  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u
https://www.ecasd.us/Prairie-Ridge-Early-Learning/Main-Office/Monthly-Connections-Newsletter


Sponsored by the ECASD Early Learning Program 

Click Here   

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u


All are welcome! Join this fun, free, and interactive  play 

group for pre-school aged children. You and your child 

will experience story time, hands on activities, and lots 

of learning through play! Snack will be provided. 
 

 

Prairie Ridge Early 

Learning School 

3031 Epiphany Lane 

Eau Claire, WI 54703 

Friday,                      
September 15th, 2023   

9:30-11:00 am 

 

 

Look for                 

upcoming 

dates in your 

next                          

Connections 

Newsletter   

 

 

Play N’ Learn 

Play Group  

Sponsored by the Eau Claire Area School District’s Early Learning Program 

Click Here 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u


 

Sponsored by the ECASD Early Learning Program 

Families, join us for S.M.A.R.T.!! 

   S.M.A.R.T. is a program that helps children’s 

brains and bodies get ready to learn by using 

fun, play activities that promote natural, 

healthy, brain development. S.M.A.R.T. is used 

by ECASD from Pre-K to 2nd grade, our family 

sessions parallel activities used in Pre-K. 

  This session includes a light dinner, time in 

the gymnasium, and parent-child interactive 

activities focusing on developing your child’s 

gross motor skills (balance, core strength,    

reflexes) and fine motor skills (pencil grip, 

hand-eye coordination, left to right tracking). 

 

 

 

Location: 

Prairie 

Ridge 

3031 

Epiphany 

Lane 

Eau Claire 

 

  

WAYS TO REGISTER               

CALL 715-852-3676 

EMAIL  nbrenner@ecasd.us  

Register by Clicking  

    

Stimulating Maturity through Accelerated Readiness Training (S.M.A.R.T.)  

S.M.A.R.T. Kids Play to Learn  

 

Monday, September 18th,  

5:00-7:00 PM 

Click Here 

S. M. A. R. T. 

https://www.actg.org/smart.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u


Date with Dad 
“Scavenger Hunt” 

 

A special time for dads and preschool-age kids to enjoy together!        

ECASD Date with Dad is part of the Head Start Fatherhood Initiative. We understand that children 

have families with diverse structures. Therefore, we encourage any significant male role model to 

attend (dad, step-dad, grandpa, uncle, foster-father, big brother, significant other, etc.)                                  

Anyone who is a significant role model for the child is welcome to attend.  

Saturday, September 23rd, 2023 

Location: Rod and Gun Park 
1515 Rod and Gun Park Dr. Eau Claire WI 54703 

 

9:30 –11:30 am 
• Find exciting items on a nature walk &            

scavenger hunt  
• Enjoy time at Rod and Gun Park 
• Explore the trails, ponds, & stream/lake  
• A free snack will be provided 
 

 

Sponsored by ECASD Head Start &       
Early Learning Program 

 

 

Click Here 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u


 

 End Bedtime Battles!                               
Parent Workshop 

Families, find ways to put an end 
to bedtime battles with your 

young child. Learn how to          
establish and keep great         

bedtime routines. This interactive 
workshop will provide take home 
strategies that will make bedtime 
less stressful for your entire family. 

Date: Monday,                               
September 25th, 2023 

Where:  Prairie Ridge  
3031 Epiphany Lane, Eau Claire WI 54703                                

Time: 5:00-7:00 PM 

Sponsored by the 
ECASD Early Learning       

Program 

 

 

Free light dinner and childcare  

Click Here 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u

