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It’s amazing how a Wisconsin winter can become spring!  I am not exactly sure if Punxsutawney Phil and Sun Prairie Jimmy saw their 
shadows, but I hope their predictions continue to lead us to warmer days and more time outside in the sun.  As you drive past our 
school, you will likely see classes enjoying our 55-acres of school property as a way to engage students and bring learning to life.  

We are focusing on three building-wide items as the warmer days approach.  First, we continue to refine our Mini Classes (25 minute 
study/ homeroom periods that surround lunch) so students can ask questions and get support from their virtual teachers.   We don’t 
have a perfect organization yet, but we are rotating teachers and students in an effort make these Mini Classes as valuable and help-
ful as possible.   

Second, we are preparing to administer the Forward Exam to all Northstar Students.  This is the Wisconsin state test that is adminis-
tered to all students across the Badger State. All students will complete English Language Arts and Math sessions. In addition, our 
grade 8 students are tested in Social Studies and Science.  The total testing time for grades 6-7 is approximately three to four 
hours.  Grade 8 will test for approximately 5-6 hours total.  Here’s a snapshot of the testing schedule: 

 

And third, we are starting to plan certain year-end traditions.  For instance, we will be hosting an 8th Grade Celebration event in some 
form.  Northstar feels that all students should have a sense of celebration and accomplishment at the conclusion of a school 
year.  This is especially true after a year that has provided additional challenges and loss for so many within our community.  We 
want students to finish the school year knowing that we care for them and applaud their efforts! 
 
The entire Northstar staff wishes to thank you for supporting your child’s education.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me at   
(715) 852-5110 or tskutley@ecasd.us if you have any questions.  I hope your family has a safe and enjoyable spring season. 

 

 

        

 

 

Grade 6 – Cohort A & B April 12 - 23 

Grade 6 – Cohort C April 7 

Grade 7 – Cohort A & B April 12 – 23 

Grade 7 – Cohort C April 14 

Grade 8 – Cohort A & B April 5 - 23 

Grade 8 – Cohort C April 21 

Register for 2021  
                      Summer School!  

ECASD is pleased to offer a broad range of in-person programs for 
ECASD students to enjoy throughout the summer months. Summer  

Program Guides will be coming to your mailbox – be on the lookout!  
You may also view the guide online at www.ecasd.us/summer and  

extra guides will be available at Northstar in the main office.  

       Online registration begins March 20 @ 8 am.   

Tim Skutley 

Principal 

mailto:tskutley@ecasd.us


STUDENT SERVICES 
Ms. Jennifer Schilling    715-852-5103 
Student Services Secretary            jschilling@ecasd.us  
       
Ms. Jenni Berg     715-852-5119 
School Counselor  A-J                               jberg@ecasd.us 
   
Ms. Lisa Sproul    715-852-5118 
School Counselor  K-Z                           lsproul@ecasd.us  
 
Ms. Oceana David-Weber    715-852-4672 
School Psychologist                   odavidweber@ecasd.us                                                         

 

STUDY CLUB 
Does your student need homework help? Study club is available after school on Mondays and Thursdays from 
2:55pm-4:00pm.  If you are interested in having your child participate, please have them stop in Student Ser-
vices for a permission slip. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
We invite you to visit the Northstar Student Service’s web page for further information on many great re-
sources:  
 
https://www.ecasd.us/Northstar-Middle-School/Student-Services-(1) 
 
CYBER BULLYING 
Are you astounded by the technology available to children?  Are you uncertain about whether or not to allow 
your child to use Facebook, Snapchat, or Instagram?  If so, you are not alone.  Social networking has changed 
the way we communicate and live.  The explosion of social networking and cell phone usage has created a 
unique problem for parents of today’s youth.  To help navigate best practices for using social networking, 
please refer to the resource linked below:   
 
https://www.ecasd.us/getattachment/Northstar-Middle-School/Student-Services-(1)/Social-Media-
Parents.pdf?lang=en-US 
 
By no means is this an inclusive list of the information available to you as parents.  It provides useful tools that 
will assist you while educating your child about social networking. 
 
SAFE SCHOOLS RESOURCE 
In unprecedented times regarding school safety, it is important to address student, parent, and community 
concerns in a direct way.  Please refer to the following Department of Public Instruction website for multiple 
resources which may empower you and your student, and guide family discussions regarding school safety.  
 https://dpi.wi.gov/news/dpi-connected/issue-school-safety  
 
SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES 
If your child is bored or is just looking to do something fun this summer, check out the 
   ECASD PreK-12 Summer Program Guide 
You should have received a guide in the mail, otherwise, it can be found on the district webpage at http://
www.ecasd.us/summer, or please have your student stop in Student Services for further information.  

Help us say THANK YOU to Northstar staff for their unyielding commitment to 
students during this extremely WONKY year! Send in a note of appreciation to 

that special teacher, staff member or bus driver anytime between May 3-7.  
A handwritten note or quick email means more than you know! 

Special thank you to the PTSA and Staff Appreciation Committee for planning a 
week of small tokens of appreciation. Should you wish to donate towards these 

efforts or help in any way, please contact Jenn Junker at jjunker@ecasd.us. 

Staff & Bus Driver Appreciation Week  
Coming up:  May 3-7!   
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  From Our Partnership Coordinator ~ Jenn Junker    

A Message from your PTSA Co-Presidents  
As we approach the end of an unprecedented school year, we would like to thank everyone 
for your tremendous support of Northstar’s PTSA. Northstar families have remained en-
gaged in significant ways despite the restrictions on activities this year.  Thank you to all 
who have attended monthly meetings; served as officers and committee members; donat-
ed time, talent, and resources towards staff appreciation efforts; and attended school restau-
rant fundraisers. Most importantly, thank you to all for supporting and encouraging your student throughout this challeng-
ing school year. Your support makes a huge difference in the lives of your students and our staff. Thank you, Polars!  
  

Northstar PTSA Executive Board Is Second to None! 
Thank you to all who stepped up and said YES to serving on a committee or as an executive officer this year! Though this 
year looked very different and not all committees were needed in the same ways as in years past, we are so thankful for 
your availability and willingness to serve Northstar. We are looking forward to 2021-22 – may it be filled with activity, crea-
tivity, and the vigor of middle school life! 
  

LOOKING FORWARD TO FALL 2021        **  NORTSTHAR PTSA NEEDS YOU!   ** 
 Join a Committee     OR     Serve as an Officer on PTSA Executive Board 
 
Each year the PTSA has openings on our committees and executive board. Please consider sharing your 
time and talents!  Check out a few of our committees below: 
Discount Card Fundraiser  ~  Membership  ~  Parent Volunteer  ~  Staff Appreciation Week  ~   
   Concessions  ~  Eighth Grade Celebration Picnic 
  

Our PTSA is a fun group and being involved is a great way to meet other parents and staff! Contact us (Brenda Xiong or Jenn 
Junker) if you have questions or are interested! 
  
The last two PTSA meetings of 2020-21!  

 PTSA General Meeting         PTSA General/Executive Board Meeting  
 Tuesday April 6 @ 6:30 pm (virtual)  Tuesday, May 4 @ 6:30 pm (virtual) 
 

To attend virtually, contact Jenn Junker at jjunker@ecasd.us to receive a Teams invite. 

 

 

 
Pinehurst Dairy Queen  

(3057 N Hastings Way) 
10% of all sales to support our students 

    PTSA’s Benefit Night!    

     Burrachos Fresh  

        Mexican Grill 

5314 Prill Rd, across from Kohl’s                   

Order online at www.burrachos.com and write 
Northstar in comment section BEFORE checkout    

OR 
Order in person and  

mention Northstar BEFORE paying cashier 

Place your order the day before or  
day of event 

25% of ALL sales will be donated to support student programs 
and scholarships. Support a local restaurant while supporting 

Northstar! It’s a win-win! 

Tuesday, April 13   4:00 – 8:00 PM 
Tuesday, May 18    4:00 – 8:00 PM 

A huge thank you to all who have supported our 

restaurant fundraisers this year! We can’t think of a 

better way to support Northstar and local restau-

rants during these challenging times! Check out our 

upcoming PTSA Fundraisers this spring! 

 

Tuesday, April 6 and  
Tuesday, May 4 

4 – 9 pm 
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Mar 20   Summer Program Registration Begins 
Mar 22   3rd quarter begins 
   
March 29—April 2   ~   SPRING BREAK  
 
Apr 5  7:00 ECASD Board Meeting 
  Virtual 
Apr 6  6:30 PTSA General Meeting 
  Virtual 
Apr 18  Summer Program Registration Closes 
Apr 19  6:30 PTSA General Meeting 
  Virtual 
 
May 3   7:00 ECASD Board Meeting 
  Virtual 
May 4   6:30 PTSA General/Executive Meeting 
  Virtual 
May 17   7:00 ECASD Board Meeting 
  Virtual 
May 31   Memorial Day—no school 
 
June 3    Final day of school  

QUARTER 3 DATES TO REMEMBER 
Northstar Middle School 

2711 Abbe Hill Drive 

Eau Claire, WI  54703 

Nonprofit  Organization                    
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Northstar’s Kitchen Cupboard 
Need a little help stretching your grocery budget? Having a hard 

time keeping food on the shelves through the month’s end?  

We are here to help! 

Northstar is extremely excited to announce the opening of its very 

own food pantry this spring! Northstar and Feed My People Food 

Bank are partnering to provide our families food assistance 

throughout the month.  Families can order food as needed each 

week by filling out an order form and picking up food at Northstar 

on designated days. Watch for program details in the next week. 

Your first opportunity to order from the Kitchen Cupboard will 

come just in time for Spring Break! Stay tuned! 

COMING SOON! 


