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Northstar Middle School
Calendar
October
6
8
9
27
30

PTSA Dairy Queen Fundraiser
Cohort C Materials Pick-Up Day
No School (Fall Break)
PTSA Executive Board Meeting, 6:30pm
End of Quarter

November
3
3
6
24-27

PTSA Dairy Queen Fundraiser
Cohort A and Cohort C – Picture Retake
Cohort B and Cohort C – Picture Retake
No School, Thanksgiving Break

Revised 2020-21 ECASD School
Calendar
Coming Soon!
The School Board will discuss a modified
calendar for ECASD on Monday, October 5th.
Please take note as calendar changes are
expected.

Important Links
Northstar Middle School
Website
ECASD Latest COVID-19 Information
ECASD 2020-21 School Year Calendar
Eau Claire Community Food and Other
Resources
ECASD Community Events and
Resources
Reopening of Schools Frequently Asked
Questions
Breakfast and Lunch Menus and Pickup
Breakfast and Lunch Menus

Tech Support and
Resources
(click the above link)

Technical Support for all ECASD
families is available from 8:00 AM 3:00 PM Monday through Friday by
calling 715-852-3411
Find us on Facebook HERE

Polar News and Announcements

PICTURE DAY HAS COME AND GONE!
Couldn’t make it for picture day? Didn’t like your picture! Not
to worry, Picture Retake Day is just around the corner…
•
•
•

Cohort A – November 3 (10:30 am – 1:20 pm)
Cohort B – November 6 (10:30 am – 1:20 pm)
Cohort C – November 3 and November 6 (10:30 am – 1:20 pm)

Please enter the side door of the gym (near main school entrance)
Please remember to bring your picture order envelopes or order online at www.mylifetouch.com
using Picture Day ID: EVT3SPZTX. Additional order forms are available in the Main Office.
Thanks to all our students and staff for their patience and
diligence in maintaining social distance while taking pictures.

Reminder! Keep up to date on your child’s learning through CANVAS.
Become a Parent/Guardian Observer and see what your student is working on in class. You will find
class syllabi, assignments, learning materials, teacher feedback, teacher office hours and more!

Stay connected with your student’s learning through Skyward and Canvas
Is your Skyward contact information current?
• Click on the link for instructions to update information in Skyward
Skyward Family Access--Updating Instructions
Do you do not have a Parent/Guardian Observer account in Canvas that is linked to your
student(s) account? If not, please create one.
• Click HERE for step by step instructions with visuals for creating a Parent/Guardian Observer
Account OR
• Click HERE for a short 2-minute video on how to create a Parent/Guardian Observer Account
For additional help with Canvas, please contact Tech Support at 715-852-3411.
Reminder – Students MUST use their district issued email. Expect all communication between student
and staff through classroom CANVAS learning pages and school email.

Polar News and Announcements
COHORT C MATERIALS PICK-UP
Cohort C students can pick up materials Thursday, October 8 from 6:30 am – 11:00 am and
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm at Door 1. Teachers will inform their students if they have materials to pick up. Multiple items
will be bagged and clearly marked with student name inside the lobby of Door 1. Cohort C families may drop off
library and textbooks on material pick up days. Place books in labeled bin just outside Door 1.

FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH
Important! Be sure to apply for free and reduced lunch as this free option will end December 31 or until funding
runs out. Apply online for the 2020-21 school year HERE or go to
https://www.ecasd.us/District/Departments/Food-and-Nutrition. If you are unable to apply online, please fill
out the Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application available at all schools or at the Food and Nutrition
Office at our Administration Building. Incomplete applications cannot be approved. Contact our Food and Nutrition
Office at 715-852-3022 with questions.

MID QUARTER ENDS OCT 13
Potential failure notices for students receiving a non-passing grade will be mailed home Wednesday, Oct 14.
Contact your child’s teacher to get back on track should you receive a notice. Teacher gradebooks are updated
often to give you accurate information regarding missing assignments and current grades. Be sure to check
Skyward. Quarter 1 ends Friday, October 30.

TEACHER OFFICE HOURS
We want your student to be successful! Teachers are available every Wednesday from 1:30-3:30 to answer any
questions and provide students extra help as needed. Teachers also have additional office hours throughout the
week. Email your teacher to schedule a time to meet!

SIGN UP FOR SKYLERT
ECASD uses the Skylert system to communicate with families about emergency situations and weather-related
delays/cancellations. Skylert allows the district to quickly send mass notifications to parents, students and
employees by phone call, email and/or text message. In order to receive communications, click HERE for
instructions.

INTERNET ACCESS
Don’t have internet access and need a hotspot? Call 715-852-6700. If you have mobile access, you may also visit
www.ecasd.us/hotspot. We are currently waiting for more hotspots so new requests may take a few days.

It’s that time again…

PTSA Dairy Queen Fundraiser
Next Tuesday Night!
Support Northstar students in a sweet way with dinner and ice cream!
The first Tuesday of each month Pinehurst Dairy Queen will donate 10% of ALL sales to Northstar PTSA.
Grab your family, tell your friends!

When:
Where:

Tuesday, October 6
5:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Dairy Queen (Pinehurst)
3057 N Hastings Way

Mark your calendars now!
(Oct 6, Nov 3, Dec 1)

Polar News and Announcements

GRAB N GO BREAKFAST
Free Breakfast Serves as a SNACK!
Due to the new block schedule, it can be a long wait for some students to eat lunch. Grab FREE
breakfast in the morning before your 1st block class and eat it as a breakfast right away or save some for
a snack throughout the morning to help you make it through until lunch! Juice, breakfast bars, banana
bread, bagels and cereal are just a few of the items that could serve as a snack later -- since they don’t
need refrigeration (the milk and string cheese provided for should be consumed right away).

Order your Northstar yearbook today!
 Click the image to order your 2020-2021 yearbook TODAY!
Available to order Online Only. https://www.yearbooksforever.com
Note: If you are unable to order online please see Ms. Gabler to make accommodations.

Discount Card Sales Trickle In...We Could Use Your Help!
Help us reach our goal! $3,500 = $3,500 for Northstar students!
We have sold $670 to date—which means sales are a bit slow as students are not allowed to sell person-to-person
due to COVID restrictions. Your purchase will help bridge the gap!
Purchasing a card is an EASY way to support Northstar!
Nuts and Bolts:
•$10 per card
•Size of credit card, made of plastic, fits in wallet, purse or pocket
•Can be used over and over for bigger savings
•Good until August 31, 2021
Click HERE to download and print discount order/donation form. Form can also be found in the in the PTSA Summer
Newsletter or on Northstar webpage.

Polar News and Announcements
News from Northstar’s Nurse
Influenza
Influenza (also known as the flu) is a contagious
respiratory illness caused by flu viruses.
Influenza claims the lives of about 100 children in the US
every year and hospitalizes approximately 20,000 children
annually. The best way to protect your family from
influenza (flu) is to get everyone in your household
vaccinated.
• Influenza vaccination is especially important for
people with compromised immune systems or
certain underlying medical conditions, such as
asthma, diabetes, and heart disease.
• Vaccines are safe and are subject to extensive
testing in the US. Vaccination is the best way to
prevent influenza. The influenza vaccine can
reduce chances of getting the flu by 70 to 90
percent and, if someone gets vaccinated but still
gets the flu, chances are they will get a less
severe case.
http://www.preventchildhoodinfluenza.org/
Influenza Symptoms
• Fever or feeling feverish/chills
• Cough
• Sore throat
• Runny or stuffy nose
• Muscle or body aches
• Headaches
• Fatigue (tiredness)
• Some people may have vomiting and diarrhea,
though this is more common in children than
adults
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/freeresources/updated/fluguide
forparents_brochure.pdf

Return Overdue Library Items
Please bring all books and textbooks from last school
year back to school: math textbooks, Reading class
novels, library books, atlases. We’ll take it all! We’re
also happy to take back books from any school –
elementary schools, DeLong, or South! We’ll check it
in, get it off your library account and send it back to
your old school. Now is the time to return items before
we start printing off overdue notices. Return overdue
books to your core teachers or drop them off in the hall
return slot just outside the library doors.
**Cohort C families may drop off last year’s library
books and textbooks on materials pick up days. Look
for a labeled bin in which to leave items. Next
material Pick up for Cohort C families is Thursday,
October 8 from 6:30 am – 11:00 am and 1:00 pm –
5:00 pm at door 1.

Considering the current Pandemic, as your child’s school
nurse(s) we now more than ever urge families to become
vaccinated against influenza. There are many similarities
between COVID-19 and influenza symptoms and acquiring
one of these viruses may also increase the risk of
acquiring and/or recovering from the other.

We Want Your Student to be Successful!
•
•

•
•
•
•

All virtual courses have scheduled class times when the teacher will be teaching live lessons using
Microsoft Teams. Student participation in these ‘live’ classes is vital for success!
Since there are only one or two class meetings per week, instead of the typical five days of school, there is a large amount of
information that is covered in each class. There will be course activities and learning for students to complete outside of
class. Teachers are assigning this work during class and uploading it within Canvas.
Northstar students will be assessed in each course using a consistent A-F system for in-person and virtual classes. All
classes should be given equal time, attention, and study regardless of the delivery method.
You can verify your child’s class schedule within Skyward.
Additional class information (teacher contact information, assignments, readings, etc.) is also available within Canvas.
Students should open ECASD Outlook email each day to review messages that may have been sent from their teachers.

Meet Your Student’s Team
Learning and Teaching Taken to a Whole New Level!
As you well know, the school day this year looks very different for our students and teachers. While
some students are seated at a desk in our school building learning two days a week, others are
engaging from kitchen tables at home five days a week. While some teachers are instructing from the
front of a classroom and preparing virtual lessons, other teachers are teaching via a document camera
and computer. We are so lucky at Northstar to have such a fantastic team of dedicated teachers who
are working hard at making connections and keeping students engaged. Meet some more members of
our Polar Team…. most of whom are knee-deep in the world of virtual teaching.

Physical Education

Mr. Adler
Physical Education
padler@ecasd.us

Sarah Brenner
Physical Education
sbrenner@ecasd.us

Mr. Stowell
Health
nstowell@ecasd.us

Mr. Schwengler
Physical Education
mschwengler@ecasd.us

World Language

Ms. Salazar
Spanish
isalazar@ecasd.us

Ms. Gunn
German
agunn@ecasd.us

Ms. Eaton
French
eeaton@ecasd.us

Music

Mr. Puccio
Orchestra
jpuccio@ecasd.us

Ms. Vogt
Vocal Music (Choir)
avogt@ecasd.us

Ms. Hawk
Band
ahawk@ecasd.us

Dr. Bell
Exploring Music
cbell@ecasd.us

Ms. Ohlmann
Vocal Music (Choir)
tohlmann@ecasd.us

Meet Your Student’s Team
Tech Ed and FACS

Ms. Jenny
FACS
mjenny@ecasd.us

Mr. Benhke
Computer Applications
Advanced Computer
Applications and
Coding
abenhke@ecasd.us

Mr. Beese
Gateway to Technology
Engineering and Design
rbeese@ecasd.us

Art

Ms. Peterson
Art
jpeterson@ecasd.us

Ms. Semmann
Art
asemmann@ecasd.us

English and Math

Ms. Moesler
English 6 Virtual
amoesler@ecasd.us

Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Ms. Wirth
DHH Interpreter
twirth@ecasd.us

Ms. Zych
DHH Interpreter
kzych@ecasd.us

Ms. Larson
Math 6/7 Virtual
tlarson@ecasd.us

Bilingual Education

Ms. Moua
BEA – Hmong
amoua@ecasd.us

Special Education Assistants

Ms. Redford
Special Education
Assistant
sredford@ecasd.us

Ms. Sworski
Special Education
Assistant
jsworski@ecasd.us

Ms. Brommer
Special Education
Assistant
bbrommer@ecasd.
us

Mr. McCalebb
Special Education
Assistant
wmccalebb@ecasd.us

Holly Ganong
Special Education
Assistant
hganong@ecasd.us

Dawn Lueck
Special Education
Assistant
dlueck@ecasd.us

Speech Language

Ms. Jablonske
Speech/Language Pathologist
rjablonske@ecasd.us

Education
Library and
Tech Crew
Assistants

Ms. Meyer
Library Assistant
cmeyer@ecasd.us

Ms. Nord
Librarian
mnord@ecasd.us

Thanks Goes to . . .
A very special thank you to Northstar’s

Food and Nutrition Team
This dedicated crew has worked tirelessly as they
prepare healthy meals for our Northstar students.
They are committed to following the highest of
safety standards to ensure all meals are safe for
each cohort. By individually packaging food and
setting food out in small batches, they ensure food
does not cross between cohorts.
This is a BIG job and they do it with quiet grace
and positivity.
Thank you to our stellar Food and Nutrition Team!

Ms. Shannon
IT Field Technician
cshannon@ecasd.us

Deb Matthews
Special Education
Assistant
dmatthews@ecasd.us

Virtual Learning Highlights
Virtual Learning
Who would have thought the words Microsoft Teams, virtual hand raise, Canvas modules, asynchronous
and synchronous learning would be used to describe a typical class day? Though virtual learning may
have its significant challenges, Northstar staff and students are “showing up” in a big way! They are
meeting these challenges with creativity, flexibility, dedication, smiles and laughter!
Wondering what a virtual lesson looks like? Check out the videos below for a sneak peek at two lessons:
virtual English and virtual Math.

Tessa Larson – Virtual Math Grades 6/7
“The most challenging part of virtual teaching is
the technology (ironic, right!?)! I feel so bad when
students are kicked out or can't sign in or can't
access something that they could the day before.
It is frustrating for all, but we are working through
it, TOGETHER!”
“My favorite part of virtual teaching is when we all
sign on when class begins - I get to see all their
faces, and I picture them in my classroom!”
For a sneak peak of a virtual math lesson, click
HERE!

Athena Moseler – Virtual English Grade 6
“My favorite thing about virtual teaching is that I hope to
be a bright spot in the kids’ day. I know this is hard for
kids to be home and on their device all day, so if I can
make a connection, make them smile or laugh, that’s a
win.”
“The most challenging thing is that I cannot meet them in
person. In education we always strive to make
connections, so it’s a challenge to make connections
when it’s virtual.”
“I want the kids to take care of themselves. We can’t
discount how hard this is for kids. Whether they are
virtual or face to face, a pandemic is not easy to
navigate. However, this will also tell us a lot about who
we are and how we handle this adversity. My hope is
that we can just keep doing our best and take one day at
a time.”
Click HERE to see Ms. Moseler’s virtual English class in
action!

Looking for
creative ideas on
ways Northstar PTSA can
support students, staff and
families during this unique
school year.
Contact Jenn Junker
715.852.5107

Family Advisory Council

This year is

WONKY
on all levels!
Memberships are down.
Join PTSA today and
help support Northstar!
WHY? Northstar PTSA supports student and teacher programs
and activities.

The FAC represents parent concerns,
opinions, and perspectives to the
superintendent and school administrators at
monthly meetings, starting in October and
ending in May. ECASD FAC meetings are
held the first Tuesday of every month. If you
have any topics, concerns, or comments
you feel should be discussed throughout
the year please reach out to one of our
FAC representatives so they can request
them as future discussions.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 6.
THANK YOU to our Northstar FAC
representatives. You are playing an
important role as you represent our Northstar
families.

WHAT? Financial and volunteer support for:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Field trips for all grade levels
After school Polar Parties
Mini grants to teachers for special classroom activities
Nature trail and school beautification projects
Backpack/School Supplies
8th Grade Celebration
End of Year School Picnic

COST?

•

$5.25/per membership

HOW TO JOIN?

•

Click HERE to download membership form. Return to main
office. Forms are also available in main office.

Questions? Contact: Jenn Junker
at 715.852.5107 / jjunker@ecasd.us OR
Brenda Xiong at bxiong@ecasd.us

Stephanie Bautsch:
stephaniebautch@icloud.com
Rob Geske: rgeske@me.com
Melissa Sterling: mgargulak1@gmail.com

Polar Highlights
Ms. Tracy’s English class acted
out a short story while staying
socially distanced. A king,
jousting and a dragon were all a
part of the story. Students had
fun using crowns, swords and
wings to bring the story to life.
Notice the sounds effects
engineer with the microphone!
To maintain safe health
practices, crops were either
changed out or sanitized
between classes.

Ms. Tracy’s English
class plays a socially
distanced game of giant
rock, paper, scissors
during a class break
outside.

Who says you can’t
bring your Ukulele
to school?
Northstar students enjoyed a
break in Ms. Tracy’s class as a
talented classmate entertains all.
Click HERE to enjoy!

Polar Highlights

Mr. Jolley’s students get started
on the day’s social studies
lesson.

Ms. Heacox’s students practice
their math skill using pennies as a
learning aid.

Lunch is always good!

Community Food and Other
Resourcesfor a
An opportunity

Food Resources

quick mask break—6
ft apart—and chance
to fuel all those brain
cells.

Weekend Kids Meals
NORTHSTAR is happy to offer once again the Weekend Kid’s Meals Program this year. This program is
offered through Feed my People Food Bank. The purpose of this program is to provide food for your child
during the weekend when school breakfasts and lunches are not available.

•

•
•
•
•
•

If you choose to enroll your child, a Kid’s Meal Bag will be delivered to their last class on one of their two
in-person days at Northstar:
• Cohort A students will receive a bag Thursday or Friday
• Cohort B students will receive a bag Monday or Tuesday.
• 100% virtual students may pick up a bag on Friday between 8:30-9:30 am during the to-go
breakfast/lunch pick-up at ANY secondary school.
You may sign up or discontinue the program anytime throughout the year.
We must have a current 2020-21 signed permission slip on file to receive a meal.
(Participated last year? We still need a new form for this year!)
The first WKM bags will begin September 17. Students in
Permission forms are available on the Northstar webpage or click HERE to download.
Ms. Rettke’s
Contact Jenn Junker, Partnership Coordinator, at jjunker@ecsd.us with questions.

math class learn
all about
probability while
Ms. Zych helps
Free Breakfast and Lunch Opportunities!
to interpret.

To-Go Meal Pick Up….

• Free breakfast and lunch to children age 18 and under who live in ECASD.
• To-go meals (at no cost) can be picked up at ANY of our five secondary schools between 8:30-9:30
Monday thru Friday

• Look for food service staff with to-go bags in secondary school parking lots
• Parent or guardian must be present to pick up the to-go meals (children do not need to be present)
• Students who eat breakfast or lunch when at school will also be provided meals at no cost
• School sites to-go pick-up locations:
• Northstar: Door #5 (enter staff parking lot)
• Delong: Door #7 (enter from Moholt Drive backside of school)
• North: Door # 1 (outside the main entrance by office, under the Husky)
• Memorial: Door #4 (of Keith Street, in the pass-through driveway where busses drop off)
• South: Door #7 (in parking lot off Mitscher Avenue)

Community Food and Other Resources
Eau Claire Pop-Up Food Pantries
Receive fresh produce, dairy/meat, and dry goods for your household.
NEW LOCATION BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER:
Feed My People Food Bank — 2610 Alpine Rd, Eau Claire
TWICE WEEKLY DISTRIBUTION TIMES
SEPT-DEC
Every Wednesday

Every Friday

3:30-5:30 PM

2:00 - 4:00 PM

NOTE: These Pop-Up events are REPLACING Lakeshore Elementary
and The Brewing Projekt Pop-Ups. View full list of Pop-Ups at
give.fmpfoodbank.org/gcovid19

• Drive-thru style
• Groceries loaded directly into
•
•
•
•

your vehicle
Loading zone by door #17
No ID needed
Not required to be resident of
Eau Claire
May pick up for more than one
household

MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM ROLLS AGAIN!
ECASD and Student Transit are excited to announce the Student Meals on Yellow Wheels Program is starting again
effective Wednesday, September 16. Please see the estimated time and locations below where meals can be picked
up. A student, a parent or guardian must pick up the bags, just like the to-go pick-up at the secondary schools. This
program will continue to be free until the USDA funds run out or December 31, 2020, whichever comes first.
Bus #1 (North) – Locust Ln, Davey, Longfellow and Flynn area
• Runway @ Robin (Sundet Park) 10:50 -11:00 am
• Hope Lutheran Church 11:10-11:20 am
• Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 11:30-11:40 am
• Spirit Lutheran Church 11:50 am-12:00 pm
Bus #2 (South) – Lakeshore, Manz and Robbins area
• Pablo Center 10:50-11:00 am
• Boys and Girls Club 11:10-11:20 am
• Peace Lutheran Church 11:30-11:40 am
• Prairie Park sub development 11:55 am-12:05 pm
Bus #3 (DeLong) – Sherman, Lakeshore, Putnam Heights area
• Sunset @ Fairmont (Meridian Heights) 10:45-10:55 am
• Indoor Sports Center 11:05-11:15 am
• Pine Edge Trailer Park 11:25-11:35 am
• Mary Pl @ Renee Dr 11:50 am-12:00 pm
Click HERE information in SPANISH and HMONG or visit https://www.ecasd.us/Northstar-MiddleSchool/News/Student-Meals-on-Yellow-Wheels.

Food, Clothing, and Other Community Resources
There are many great resources available to our ECASD families!
Click HERE for more information or visit http://www.ecasd.us/District/At-Home-Learning/Meals
In need of backpacks or miscellaneous school supplies? Northstar PTSA is here to help. Contact Jenn
Junker at 715.852.5107 or Student Services department for more information.

