
District News for March 2015 
Welcome to the Eau Claire Area School District’s 

electronic newsletter. Parents will automatically 

receive a link to our newsletter toward the end of 

each month. Others may subscribe to our 

newsletter to receive the latest news from our 

district delivered directly to your email address. 

Please direct comments about our newsletter to 

Teri Piper Thompson at 715-852-4907 or via email 

at tpiperthompson@ecasd.k12.wi.us. 

Good News from our Eau Claire Schools!  
• Six FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders of America) 

members from North High School recently participated in STAR 

(Students Taking Action with Recognition) events at UW-Stout. 

They earned four gold awards and two very high silver awards 

and all six students will compete at the state contest in April. 

Congratulations to Morgan Eisenhuth, Jennifer Her, Hailey 

Mead, Jacey Smith, Autumn Trzaskowski and Kao Yang.  

• Students from several ECASD 

schools formed the winning teams in 

the first and second events of the 

recent Eau Claire Curling Club 

twenty-team open bonspiel. The team 

of Memorial High School students 

Jonah Barstad, Carson Johannsen, 

Adam Krajewski and Nolan Meyer 

were the overall winners by winning 

the first event. The team made up of DeLong Middle School 

sixth graders Connor Jol and Charlie Thompson and Northstar 

Middle School seventh grader Justin Fink, along with 3rd grader 

Braedon Connell from Altoona, won the second event final.  

• Lakeshore Elementary 5th graders Nicole S. and Brynn C. tried 

out for the Organization of American Kodaly Educators National 
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Join Us for 

Board 

Meetings! 
• • • 

Regularly scheduled 

meetings of the Board of 

Education are typically held 

the first and third Monday 

of the month at 7 pm. These 

meetings are held in the 

Board Room of the 

Administration Building at 

500 Main Street. All 

meetings are open to the 

public except the closed 

session portion of the 

meeting. Minutes, meeting 

agendas, supporting 

documents and board 

committee information can 

be found on the district’s 

web site at www.ecasd.us 

under Board of Education.  

Upcoming board meetings 

are April 6 and April 20 at 7 

pm. If you are unable to 

attend, watch our board 

meetings LIVE ONLINE at 

Board Live Stream. 



Choir and sang at the OAKE National Conference Choir Concert in Minnesota recently. Lakeshore 

music teacher Corinne Gransee-Paral mentored the students. 

• Four ECASD science teachers from Memorial High School recently presented at the National 

Science Convention in Chicago. Erin Layde presented Evaluating and Designing Local Sustainable 

Solutions, Beverly Pierson presented Making the Invisible Visible and Pierson, Niki Anderson and 

Joel Robaidek presented Writing NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards) Student-Centered 

Learning Targets.  

• Congratulations to North High students from Raina Pfundheller’s Enriched English 9 who 

submitted essays for the annual Hallie Optimist Club essay contest. 1st place and $150 was 

awarded to Nicole Seelow, 2nd place and $100 to Payton Hughes and 3rd place and $75 to Mattea 

Peplinski.  

 

Getting to Know Us—A Staff Snapshot 

Student Services Program Support Teacher Lori Tufte is a veteran 

teacher in the ECASD. This is her 27th year here and she has one of 

the more unique positions in our schools. She is a trained speech and 

language pathologist and has worked in that role at Putnam Heights 

Elementary, Sherman Elementary and DeLong Middle Schools. She 

currently works to support the district’s Speech and Language and 

Deaf/Hard of Hearing programs and our district’s Assistive Technology Team.  

In her role, Tufte juggles many tasks. She says, “Each day is unique. Some days, I meet with families to 

facilitate the transition of their two-year old into school-based speech and language services. Other days I 

provide augmentative or alternative communication training for students with limited or non-verbal 

speech.” Every day, Tufte provides services to children with special needs. She also works with special 

education and general education classroom teachers to help assess students and provide practices and 

curriculum relating to students’ academic success.  

She spends a lot of time communicating with families and staff and sometimes finds it challenging to 

balance timely email communications with face-to-face or phone conversations. But, says Tufte, “I love 

working with children, families and staff to provide high quality speech and language intervention to 

maximize every child’s communication skills to support learning.” She goes on to say, “Our district’s 

Speech and Language Pathologists travel to more than 30 sites in our district to work with our 

preschoolers. In the state of Wisconsin, options are expanding for young children with disabilities and our 

SLPs work with 3 through 5 year old children to provide these services in a variety of setting, including 

homes, Head Start classrooms, childcare centers and community EC4T sites.” 

When asked about assistive technology for students today as opposed to when she started in 1988, Tufte 

laughs, “We used typewriters and a few Apple IIE computers in our schools for word processing. We 

printed to dot matrix printers and made copies of therapy materials with Mimeo machines. Assistive 

technology solutions included using soldering irons and wire from Radio Shack to make our own 

switches for students with limited motor abilities. Now we have iPads with accessibility features which 

provide our students with a variety of options to access learning. Students use Siri for speech to text 



dictation. They are able to have books, webpages and documents read aloud by enabling Speak Selection 

and Speak Screen. Student with vision impairments can use Zoom, Smart Zoom, VoiceOver, larger text 

and increasing contrast features. Times have sure changed!”   

 

Foundation Focus: ECPSF Celebrates Great Education! 

The 14th Annual Children’s Legacy Luncheon this spring will honor McKinley Charter 

School principal, Pete Riley, and DeLong Middle School art teacher Kathy Rulien-

Bareis for their contributions to youth. Pete will 

donate his Children’s Legacy award to the Mc 

Kinley Charter School Post-Secondary Success Fund. This endowed 

fund, established by the Mc Kinley Charter School Board of 

Directors, allows students to enroll in post-secondary course work 

or participate in additional training while they are attending 

McKinley. Rulien-Bareis will donate her award to Bob’s House 

for Dogs, a non-profit providing foster care for dogs and a 

frequent volunteer location for many DeLong students.       
 

The Golden Apple Event to honor educators and highlight great public education in Eau Claire is set for 

November 12.  The goal is to raise $1,000 for each school’s Fund for Today. More details coming in April! 
 

If you would like to make a donation to any school or learn more visit our website and like us on 

Facebook. Or contact Mary Beth Kelley Lowe, Executive Director, Eau Claire Public Schools Foundation, 

at mkelleylowe@ecasd.us for more information!  

 

ECASD Families: We 

Need Your Feedback! 

The ECASD will be launching a Family 

Survey on March 31 to learn how 

parents feel about the performance of 

District schools. Feedback will be used 

to assess and improve campus-level education programs and services. To facilitate participation, the 

survey will be available in English, Spanish and Hmong. 

Parents will receive an email invitation to participate on March 31. Survey design, administration and 

analysis is being handled by the independent technology and communications firm, K12 Insight, to ensure 

that all responses are confidential and anonymous to school and district staff. There will be no individual 

data or identifying information in any report. When the survey closes on Monday, April 13, K12 

Insight will analyze results and ECASD administrators will share findings and next steps with the 

community. Families should look for an email on March 31 and are strongly encouraged to participate!  


