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Superintendent’s Welcome 
Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year from all of us in the Eau Claire Area School District.  ECASD is on its 

way to becoming one of the best school districts in Wisconsin.  With your help we can become one of the best 

school districts in the nation! 

We continue to focus on each child’s academic and social/emotional development.  Our aim is to help every stu-

dent to have a successful experience in school, to close the achievement gap, and to acquire the characteristics 

of successful adults. 

To help you prepare for the beginning of the school year, we have included important information with this news-

letter. The Parent/Student Handbook is included in this mailing, and you may find it helpful to keep it as a refer-

ence. As school begins, you will receive additional news from your school principal.  

All of us in ECASD are very much looking forward to working with you in the coming year.  As the school year progresses, please 

feel free to contact me or any of the school principals if you have questions, concerns, or an idea to share.  We can be reached via 

email or through the Our Voice link at the bottom of the District’s web page (www.ecasd.us).  We are here to help you! 

On behalf of every employee in the Eau Claire Area School District, I send you our very best wishes for a happy, safe, and success-

ful school year! 

ECASD Strategic Plan 

Where knowledge and inspiration meet to create the future! 

The School District is excited to be implementing a new five-year Strategic Plan. We have included the plan here for your review.                                            

Mission:  To inspire and prepare our students to live creative, fulfilling, and responsible lives. 

Vision:  We challenge minds, building relationships, and nurture individual growth to prepare all students for post-secondary  

   success. 

District 

Values:  Honesty   ~   Respect   ~   Responsibility   ~    Justice   ~   Courage   ~   Compassion          
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2016-2017 School Calendar 
School begins for grades K-9 on September 1, 2016, and ends on June 6, 

2016. All elementary schools will have a “Back to School Day” for parents and 

students on September 1; principals will be providing specific information on 

opening day activities. Students in grades 10-12 begin classes on Septem-

ber 2, 2016, and end on June 6, 2016. Students in the Early Learning Pro-

gram begin on September 12, 2016. 

 

All schools are closed on the following dates:  

September 5, October 14, October 28, November 21-25, December 23-

January 2, January 23, February 24-27, March 20-24, April 13-14 and May 29. 

 

Schools also closed by level on the following dates: 

In addition, students in grades K-8 will not have school on October 27, Febru-

ary 23, and May 5. Students in grades 9-12 will not have school on January 

24.  Parent/Teacher Conferences have also been scheduled. To view the en-

tire 2016-2017 school calendar, please click on the link on the front page of 

the District’s website at www.ecasd.us. 

Inclement weather days are built into the calendar 
The District has adjusted school building start and ends times so that ample 

inclement weather days are built in, thus alleviating the need to make up these 

days at the end of the year in case of many weather-related events.  The start 

and end times can be found in the enclosed Parent/Student Handbook. 

Strategic Plan (cont. from Page 1) 

Board Goals: 

1. The Board and ECASD staff will educate 

the whole child using multiple measures to 

assess academic achievement and social/

emotional growth that are characteristic of 

successful adults. 

2. The Board and ECASD staff will create a 

collaborative, intentional, and engaging 

climate and culture using research-based 

practices to promote student learning. 

3. The Board and ECASD staff will work to 

strengthen connections with the community 

to support students. 

Strategic Priorities: 

 Academic Achievement 

 Student Social & Emotional Growth 

 Collaborative Cultures 

 High Quality Staff 

 Partnerships with Families & Community  

Early Learning 

The mission of the ECASD Early Learning Pro-

gram is to support development and ensure 

learning that will positively impact children, fami-

lies, and our community now and in the future. 

The Early Learning Pro-

gram features a balanced 

approach to preschool, 

which includes social/ 

emotional development 

and academic learning 

through intentional play 

activities.  Our program is 

located at Prairie Ridge 

Early Learning School 

and 21 Eau Claire 4 To-

morrow (EC4T) community partner sites.  The 

ECASD Early Learning Program provides curric-

ulum through child interest studies, Building 

Blocks (math curriculum), Handwriting without 

Tears, and Second Step (social emotional cur-

riculum).  To register for our program, please 

call 715-852-3600 or go to the ECASD website, 

click on enrollment, and look for the green circle 

to apply online. Early Learning classes begin on 

September 12th! 

The District encourages informal resolution of complaints concerning alleged dis-

crimination. If any person believes that the Eau Claire Area School District or any 

part of the school organization has failed to follow the law and rules of §118.13, Wis. 

Stats., the Americans with Disabilities Act, Title IX, Title VI, or Section 504 or in 

some way discriminates against students on the basis of sex; race; religion; color; 

national origin; ancestry; creed; pregnancy; marital or parental status; sexual orienta-

tion; gender expression or gender identity; or physical, mental, emotional, or learning 

disability he/she can bring or send a complaint to Kaying Xiong, Director of Student 

Services, 500 Main Street, Eau Claire, WI 54701. Dr. Xiong can be contacted at  

715-852-3036. 

http://www.ecasd.k12.wi.us


Student Health 

Information 

In order to update the 

school’s Critical Health List, 

parents/guardians are asked 

to provide current health 

information regarding their 

child.  The health forms 

listed here may be obtained 

from your child’s school. 

Applicable forms must be 

completed and returned to 

your child’s school. 

Student Information Form 

List life threatening health 

problems or serious medical 

conditions. 

Child/Student Specialized 

Health Care Procedure Man-

agement 

List medical conditions 

which require special health 

care procedures by or under 

the direction of a health care 

professional.  

Child/Student Medication 

Management 

To be completed if your child 

takes prescription or over-

the-counter medications at 

school.  

Physician Order for Diet 

Modification 

To be completed if your child 

requires a modified diet pre-

scribed by his/her physician.   

Notify Student Transit 

 

If your child has critical 

health needs and will be 

riding the school bus, you 

should inform Student 

Transit of the health needs 

by calling 715-839-5116.  

Wonder if school is 
closed due to  

inclement weather?  
 

Tune in to local media                 
(radio, television) or 
check the District’s  

website, Facebook or 
Twitter! You can also 

sign up for Skylert 
Messaging and receive 

the information in a 
way that works best  

for you! 

Emergency Weather Information 
The weather in Eau Claire and across Wisconsin is famous for its changing condi-

tions.  Decisions about whether to close school due to inclement weather or to use 

a two-hour delay are typically made by 6 a.m. The Eau Claire Area School District, 

in consultation with Student Transit, will use a two-hour delay in school start times 

when inclement weather requires time to promote safer travel to school. As we 

know, weather conditions can change rapidly.  In the event that a two-hour delay 

must be reconsidered, the decision to close schools for the full day will be made 

no later than 8 a.m.  

If the schools are closed because of bad weather, all athletic, after-school, and 

evening events are also canceled. 

Announcements of these decisions are made by local television and radio sta-

tions, on the District’s website, via the District’s Facebook and Twitter accounts, 

via Skylert messaging, and an email is sent to those parents/guardians who have 

provided email addresses. The same process will be used if bad weather or a 

peak energy alert develops after school has started for the day.  

When a TWO-HOUR DELAY is announced, the following changes will be made to 

the school day: 

 Busses will run two hours after their normal schedule 

 Buildings will begin classes two hours after the normal start time 

 Cold breakfast will be served at all schools 

 School lunch will be at or around the normal time 

 All morning and afternoon District Early Learning Programs (Head Start, Early 

Learning & EC4T) will be cancelled.  

Safety of our children is always our utmost priority, and we will cancel or postpone 

school when deemed necessary. However, if you feel it is unsafe for your child to 

attend school because of the weather, you may decide to keep your child home 

for the day. The School District respects your decision in this matter. Please send 

an excuse when your child returns. 



School Meals 
The National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs are available at all 

schools in the District.  Meals served under these programs must meet the guide-

lines set forth under the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010 to receive federal 

reimbursement.   

2016-2017 Free and Reduced Price School Meals Family  

Application Enclosed 

If your family income falls below the Federal Eligibility Income Chart, the 

ECASD strongly encourages you to complete the free/reduced price school 

meal family application.  In addition to the benefit for your family, the District 

receives money for many programs based on the number of students eligible for 

free or reduced price meals. 

If you have received a Direct Certification Notification Letter stating that your  

child(ren) are eligible for free meals for this school year, you do not need to com-

plete an application for this child(ren).  However, check to be sure that you have 

received this letter for the 2016-2017 school year for each child in your 

household.  If you did not receive a Direct Certification Notification Letter for 

every student in your household, you must complete an application for your 

entire household.  Call the Food and Nutrition Office 715-852-3022 if you have 

questions. 

Your child’s free/reduced status from last year carries over to the new school year 

until October 14, 2016, or until a current school year application is completed, 

whichever comes first.  After that, if no application has been filed, you will pay full 

price for all meals served to your student(s) until a completed application is ap-

proved.   

Skylert = Stay  
Informed  
Get Notified for School and Non-

School Hour Emergencies or  

Attendance  

If you would like to receive calls, 

emails, or SMS text messages for 

school and non-school hour emer-

gencies or attendance, log onto your 

Family Access Account, click on the 

Skylert button, and click “Edit” to 

make changes to the information or 

change your preference of notifica-

tion delivery.  Even though you may 

have checked phone numbers to 

receive SMS text messages, you 

must also ‘opt-in’ to receive the ser-

vice for each number. To complete 

the opt-in process for text messaging, 

text “optin” to 68453 from the cell 

phone you would like to receive SMS 

text messages on.    

 

2016-2017 SCHOOL MEAL PRICES 
 
                         Breakfast  Lunch    
 
  ELEMENTARY          $1.00   $2.65 
             Including Kindergarten and Preschool 
 

  MIDDLE SCHOOL         $1.25   $2.75 
 
  HIGH SCHOOL          $1.25   $2.85 
 
  REDUCED PRICE MEALS       $0.30   $0.40 
             All schools 
 

  ADULT            $1.50   $3.50 
 

Por favor consultar con uno de los BEA’s 

(ayudantes bilingües) de su escuela para 

ayuda en leer este folleto. 

Yog koj xav tau kev pab txhais cov ntawv no 

los yog tsis totaub thiab xav paub ntau tshaj 

no, koj hu rau peb cov txhais lus nyob tom 

koj tus menyuam lub tsev kawm ntawv lawv 

mam pab txhais rau koj.   



Parent Options 

Student Accident  

Insurance  

The ECASD does not provide any 
type of health or accident insurance 
for injuries incurred by your child at 
school.  If you are interested in pur-
chasing accident coverage, visit 
www.1stagency.com/wischools.php?

num=634. 

Opt Out Form 

If parents/guardians do not want all 
or part of any directory data for their 
child to be released without their prior 
consent, please fill out the Opt Out 
Form. Forms are available at each 
building or can be found online under 
the ‘Form’ tab. You can withhold the 
release of directory data in the follow-
ing areas: 

Higher Education 

Excludes student information from 
being sent to institutions of higher 
education. 

Military Use 

Excludes student information from 
being sent to military recruiters. 

Public Use  

Excludes student information from 
being sent outside the District to enti-
ties such as newspapers, photogra-
phers, driving schools, etc. 

Local Use 

Excludes student information and 
photos from being sent within the 
District for things like websites, year-
books, class lists, sports information, 
or articles where directory information 
is identified. 

District Use 

Excludes student information from 
being included in the school’s family 
directory.  

Elementary Flyer  

Distribution 

The School District will no longer be 
sending home community event 
flyers with your child.  Community 
events will now be located on our 
website under the ‘About’ tab via the 
‘Community Events’ tab.  A  link will 
also be included in Partnership Coor-
dinator communications. 

Directory Information 
The School District may release student directory information unless the adult stu-

dent, parent, legal guardian, or guardian ad litem issues a written exception. Direc-

tory information, which is information that is generally not considered harmful or an 

invasion of privacy if released, can be disclosed to outside organizations without a 

parent’s prior written consent. Parents/guardians have until September 14th to in-

form the school that all or part of any  directory data may not be released 

without their prior consent. An “ Opt Out Form”  must be filled out to make this 

request. Forms are available at each school building or on the District’s website 

under ‘Forms.’  Directory data means those records that include student’s name; 

address; telephone listing; participation in officially recognized activities and sports; 

weight and height of members of athletic teams; dates of attendance; grade level;  

photographs; degrees, honors and awards received; date and place of birth; and the 

name of the most recent educational agency or institution attended. 

In addition, federal law requires that educational agencies provide military recruiters 

or an institution of higher education with names, addresses, and telephone numbers 

of students unless parents opt out of the public, nonconsensual disclosure of direc-

tory information. If you do not want the ECASD to disclose directory infor-

mation from your child's education records to military recruiters or an institution of 

higher education, you must complete a form. Forms are available at each school 

building or on the District’s website under ‘Forms’ at the top of the website.  The 

“Opt Out Form” should be returned to the building secretary or registrar by Septem-

ber 14th if you so desire. Please note that this form will be in effect on the date it is 

signed and will be valid indefinitely unless you notify the school in writing that direc-

tory data can again be released.  

Annual Notices 
By state law, school districts are required to publish a School Performance Report 

(SPR) for parents and guardians each year by May 1.  Eau Claire’s SPR data is 

published on our website (www.ecasd.us) under the ‘About’ tab via the ‘District In-

formation & Reports’ tab.  To request a paper copy, parents/guardians should con-

tact Patti Iverson in the Superintendent’s Office at 715-852-3002.  

In addition, all districts must notify parents each year of educational options availa-

ble to students, state mandated pupil assessments, and the special needs scholar-

ship program for students with disabilities. Those notices can also be found on the 

website under the ‘About’ tab via the ‘District Information & Reports’ tab. 

http://www.1stagency.com/wischools.php?num=634
http://www.1stagency.com/wischools.php?num=634


Contact Us 

Secondary Schools 

Memorial ................... 715-852-6300 

North ......................... 715-852-6600 

McKinley  .................. 715-852-6900 

DeLong  .................... 715-852-4900 

Northstar ................... 715-852-5100 

South......................... 715-852-5200 

Early Learning School 

Prairie Ridge  ............ 715-852-3600 

 

Elementary Schools 

Davey  ....................... 715-852-3200 

Flynn  ........................ 715-852-3300 

Lakeshore  ................ 715-852-3400 

Locust Lane  ............. 715-852-3700 

Longfellow  ................ 715-852-3800 

Manz ......................... 715-852-3900 

Meadowview ............. 715-852-4000 

Montessori  ............... 715-852-6950 

Northwoods  .............. 715-852-4100 

Putnam Heights ........ 715-852-4200 

Robbins  .................... 715-852-4600 

Roosevelt .................. 715-852-4700 

Sherman ................... 715-852-4800 

Administration Building 

 

Information Office ...... 715-852-3000 

Superintendent .......... 715-852-3002 

School Board Members 

Carolyn Barstad ........ 715-835-5080 

Kathryn Duax ............ 715-835-0905 

Jennifer Fager ........... 715-514-2493 

Chris Hambuch- 

  Boyle ....................... 715-456-7960 

Aaron Harder ............ 715-952-4881 

Joe Luginbill .............. 715-579-6418 

Charles Vue .............. 715-514-4014 

School Board Meetings 
Regularly scheduled meetings of the Board of Education are held the first and third 

Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  These meetings are held in the Board Room 

of the Administration Building at 500 Main Street.  All meetings are open to the public 

except the closed session portion of the 

meeting. The public is always notified of 

these meetings through the local media.  

There is a Public Forum held during each 

Board meeting. The Board will provide a 

30-minute time period in which citizens 

may address the Board. Each citizen 

must sign up before the meeting, and they will be allowed up to four minutes to ad-

dress the Board and share viewpoints on District or school-wide concerns. 

The Board utilizes BoardDocs — a paperless meeting technology. This allows the 

ECASD to maximize the effectiveness of its Board Meetings with increased transpar-

ency, providing a basis for better and more open communication with the public, 

while dramatically increasing productivity. All meeting documentation can be found 

on the District’s BoardDocs site under the Board of Education tab. You can also view 

video clips of each meeting via BoardDocs. From the BoardDocs agenda, click on 

each agenda item, find the TV icon, and view each segment of the meeting.  

School Board meetings are streamed live via the District’s website or you can watch 

a rebroadcast of meetings on the CVCTV Government Channel on Wednesdays at 

7 a.m. and Fridays at 7 p.m.   

Visit our website at www.ecasd.us 
 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter 

 

Learning Management System 
The Eau Claire Area School District is transitioning from Schoology to a new Learning 

Management System (LMS) called Canvas. A LMS allows students and staff the capa-

bility to share documents and to collaborate in an online system. (For more information 

about either of these systems see www.schoology.com or www.canvaslms.com.)These 

online systems are open only to members of a class. These systems are used for edu-

cational purposes and provide a paperless means for the exchange of assignments 

between teachers and their students to meet the District’s learning goals.  

Protecting students in school and in online environments is a primary concern of the 

District. Therefore, no student information will be shared outside of the supervision of 

District personnel. This is the same as the protection of student information on current 

District network systems. To learn more about Schoology’s Terms of Use, please go to 

www.schoology.com/privacy.php. To learn more about Canvas’s Terms of Use, please 

go to www.canvaslms.com/policies/privacy.  

Students under the age of 13 must have parent/guardian consent to create an account.  

This consent is assumed to be given unless a parent/guardian opts a student out of 

using the LMS.  Parents interested in opting a student out of the system will need to 

meet with the building principal to complete the opt-out form.     This mailing folded and collated 

by our friends at REACH, Inc. 

http://www.schoology.com
https://www.schoology.com/privacy.php

